; may replace Saiumn* 

' ANGELES (R) ■— President George Bush is considering a While 
HomeafcslK-lip teas would include replacing John Sumnra as chief of staff 
in m etSxr to fight a drop in his popularity and growing discontent within 
taR^imcan^any, the Los Angeles Times said Saturday. In a report 
from Washington, the newspaper, quoting unidentified soirees, said 
several Ztasb advisers say they expect rhe changes before the end of the 
year, perhaps as early as next week. Although Mr. Bush has continued to 
pnHiciy voice support tor Mr. Swumi* bchin^the iwr iif t pressure to 
replace fann hascome from cabinet members, other presidential advisors 
andk^ Republicans in Congress, die newspaper said. The abrasive diief 
of st^s prickly ways have landed him in almost constant hot water rince 
M r -Bush chose the former New Hampshire governor for the job after he 
engineered the president's come-froro- behind victory in the state’s pivotal 
1938 primary eketkm. In April news reports said Mr. Sununu was using a 
military jet costing $3,495 an hour for personal trips as well as official 
ratness. He used air force planes for more than 60 personal or political 
trips m two years. 
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Egyptian parliament expels 2 deputies 

CAIRO (R) — Egypt's paifiament voted by an overwhelming majority 
Saturday to «pei two members of the ruling National De m ocr a tic Party 
(NDP) for alleged involvement in drug trafficking. A third NDP deputy 
who had been expected to be expelled with them resigned before foe vote. 
AH three, who come from remote border regions of Egypt, have denied 
the accusations. The scandal, started by die opposition newspaper A1 
Wafd in July, has shaken a parliament with tittle experience of 
controversy. The NDP has an unassailable majority in the 454-member 
bouse and its law- making rarely dominates headlines. The parliament 
voted 421-0 to expel Ayed Sutiman and 406-0 to expel Abdul Rahman 
Abdnl-Gawwad. The number of abstentious in the two votes was not 
known. Both men come horn the desert region of southern Sinai and Mr. 
Suliman. a bedouin tribesman, won a medal in the 1967 war. Mohammad 
Mubarak Mansour preempted the vote by resigning earlier Saturday “for 
personal reasons.** After die vote, Mr. Sutiman accused “Israel and its 
agents*' of mounting attacks on him over many years. Mr. Abdul-Gpwwad 
said he had been made “a sacrifice to public opinion. 


Price: Jordan 100 fils; Saudi Arabia 1J0 riyals; UAE 1-56 dirhams 


Cabinet approves 
amendments 

AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Cabinet, in a meeting Saturday 
under die chairmanship of Prime' 
Minister Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker, 
approved an amendment to the 


VUIUbM niXUWOUVG kJJMGIU WilKU 

.applies for civil and military per- 
sonnel. According to die amend- 
ment, employees of all riayu»s 
wifl be entitled to a JD 10 allo- 
wance as of Jan. 1, 1922. The 
Cabinet approved an amendment 
< to the rising costs of living regula- 
tions which applies to retired 
army personnel. Ia addition, the 
Cabinet approved a draft amend- 
ment to the Amman Financial 
Market (AFM) law. The amend- 
ment posits that die AMFs ex- 
penses and assets be monitored 
by the Audit Bureau. 


NICOSIA (R) — Iran released 
an Iraqi prisoner-of-war of Ger- 
man origin Saturday at the re- 
quest of the German govern- 
ment, the Iranian news agency 
IRNA said. The prisoner, cap- 
tured during the Iran-Iraq war of 
1980 to 1988, was handed to the 
German embassy in Tehran, it 
added. The agency did not name 
him. It quoted die Foreign Minis- 
try as saying Iran had set him free 
in recognition of German assist- 
ance to Iraqi refugees who fled to 
Iran after the Gulf war earlier this 
year. International agencies say 
Iran is still bolding some 30,000 
Iraqi prisoners from the war. 

Kazakhstan 
prepares for first 
election 

ALMA ATA, Soviet Union (R) 
— The ethnically diverse Soviet 
Republic of Kazakhstan bolds its 
first presidential election Sunday, 
a vote designed to strengthen the 
band of current leader Nursultan 
Nazarbayev. Mr. Nazarbayev, 
who recently gained a 90 per cent 
favourable rating in a local opin- 
ion poll, is the only candidate and 
is expected to win overwhelming 
approval for his performance as 
tje pushes through far-reaching 
economic reform. Mr. Kazakh- 
stan, and Russia are the only two 
of die 12 Soviet republics not to 
have declared independence 
since a failed Kremlin coup in 
August. Kazakhstan wants inde- 
pendent status within a Soviet 
confederation. 

Problem sends 
shuttle home early 

CAPE CANAVERAL, Florida 
(R) — The space shuttle Atlantis 
will return to earth four days 
early because one of three navi- 
gating units aboard had failed. 


day. Landing was set for Sunday 
at Edwards Air Force Base in 
California, the National Aero- 
nautics and Space Administration 
said. Atlantis was launched on* 
Nov. 24 on what was to have been 
a 10-day missi on for the Defence 
Department. 

3 killed in Ethiopian 
clashes 

ADDIS ABABA (R) — Three 
people were killed in das he s be- 
tween security forces and high 
school students in the Ethiopian 
capital Addis Ababa, state televi- 
sion reported on Friday night. It 
said the deaths occurred earlier 
Friday when security officers 
were trying to halt violence insti- 
gated by “anti-democracy and 
anti-peace’* students from two 
schools. It did not say whether 
tbosc killed were students or 
security forces. Hie television 
said the students had been des- 
troying school property, creating 
unrest and disrupting classes. It 
was not dear whether the unrest 
was politically motivated. 

Algeria hunts gunmen 

ALGIERS (R) — Algerian 
troops are reported to have cut 
off two eastern desert towns in a 
hunt for marauding gunmen, tur- 
banoed tike Afghan guerrillas.. 
The troops Saturday surrounded 
the two settlements near the 
Tunisian frontier seeking the kil- 
lers of three border guards in 8 
pre-dawn on Friday, an 

Algerian radio said. The raid was 
lamv4w^> amid an alert for armed 
Mfltnif extremists. 


U.S. awaits Israeli 
word on peace talks 


WASHINGTON (R) — The Un- 
ited States has not heard anything 
new from Israel about whether 
Israeli negotiators will show up 
for next week’s Mideast peace 
talks in Washington, the U.S. 
State Department said Saturday. 

President George Bush wants 
the talks to begin on Dec. 4. 
Syria, Jordan, Lebanon and the 
Palestinians have all accepted 
that date but Israel wants to wait 
until Dec. 9. 

“I don't know who’s going to 
show on Dec. 4, but we’re going 
to get the talks going,” Mr. Bush- 
said Friday. The first round of the 
talks was held in Madrid from 
Oct. 30 to Nov. 3. 

Israel’s ambassador to 
Washington, Zalman Shoval, met 
on Friday with State Department 
officials and then told reporters 
that Israel was going to look at all 
possible suggestions, adding: 
“We have never said the date was 
die main issue. We have always 
said the main issues was direct 
communication.” 

A State Department spokes- 
man said nothing more was ex- 
pected from Israel until after the 
Israeli cabinet holds its weekly 
meeting Sunday. 

In Tel Aviv, Israeli Prime 
Minster Yitzhak Shamir said Fri- 
day that Israel would consider 
sending a low-level advance team 
to the Washington talks on Dec. 4 
if “someone” — apparently the 
U.S. hosts — proposed the idea. 

“Discussions are continuing in 

Demirel 
wins vote of 
confidence 

ANKARA (R) — The Turkish 
parliament gave a vote of confi- 
dence on Saturday to the 10-day- 
old coalition government of con- 
servatives and social democrats, 
led by Suleyman Demirel. 

The 450-member bouse voted 
280-264 for the government prog- 
ramme to foster, democratic re- 
form, combat inflation and cor- 
ruption, and solve the Kurdish 
crisis in the southeast. 

Six deputies were absent from 
tiie parliament session, shown 
live on television. 

“We all know we have a big 
responsibility and we know that 
we will do our best for Turkey 
arid our people,” Mr. Demirel 
told paifiament in a brief speech 
after the vote. 

The Motherland Party, defe- 
ated in general elections on Oct. 
20 after eight years in power, 
voted against the government. So 
did the Muslim fundamentalist 
Welfare Party (RP). 

Mr. Demirel’s True Path Party 
and its coalition aSy, the Social 
Democrat Populist Party, now 
face the hard task of keeping 
their promises to steer Turkey 
away from threatened recession. 

Annual inflation is running at 
66.5 per cent, unemployment is 
officially estimated at 8.2 per cent 
and this year’s growth rate may 
be well under half of 1990’$ nine 
per cent. 

Outgoing Prime Minister 
Mesut Yihnaz, in a debate on the 
government programme this 
week, link end it to a “hastily 
written shopping list” which 
failed to say how state revenue 
would be raised to cover the 
coalition’s social and economic 
commitments- 

Mr. Demirel, seven times pre- 
mier, has {Hedged to draw up a 
new, more democratic constitu- 
tion and lift political restrictions 
still in force since he was ousted 
by a military co u p in 1980. 

Many Tories are optimistic at 
seeing the DYP and SHP work 
together after the elections on a , 
p r o gr a mme of political reform 
and economic stability. 

The Istanbul stock exchange 
hit an eight-month high on Tues- 
day. Despite profit-taking later in 
the week it closed on Friday 27.8 
per cent up on its level of two 
weeks ago. 

Mr. Demirel has accused Presi- 
dent Itagat Ozal, who created 
Motherland in 1983, of abusing 
his powers: and has long sworn to 
drive him from office before his 
seven-year term as president ex- 
pires in 19S6. 


Washington, and if something 
new turns up, something new 
may happen here also,” Mr. Sha- 
mir said. 

After meeting U.S. officials at 
the State Department, Israeli 
Ambassador Zalman Shoval told 
reporters in Washington it was 
time for the Americans ro stop 
mediating and for Arabs to talk 
directly to Israel about dates and 
venues. 

Israeli sources told Reuters 
that if an understanding could be 
readied that dates and venues for 
future talks would be negotiated 
directly between Israel and the 
Arabs the second round of talks 
could go forward on Dec. 4. 

“There might be some way of 
compromising on the date as well 
as on the venue of coining here to 
Washington if the main principle 
of direct bilateral negotiations is 
not undermined,” one Israeli 
source said. 

Israel has been isolated over its 
demands fra a delay in resuming 
die historic talks. Syria, Leba- 
non, Jordan and the Palestinians 
have already said they would 
show up in Washington next 
Wednesday whether Israel did or 
not. 

Israel’s bilateral negotiations 
are with Syria, Lebanon and a 
joint Jordanian-Palestinian de- 
legation. 

The United States and its 
Soviet co-sponsors of the talks 
were forced to call the session for 


Dec. 4 in Washington after Israel 
and the Arabs were unable to 
agree. 

Israel, angry at not winning 
U.S. backing for its demand that 
peace talks be held in the Middle 
East, said this week it would not 
resume negotiations until Dec. 9. 

Mr. Shamir said Israel so far 
had no intention of amending its 
demand for a five-day delay, but 
he acknowledged the issue might 
be raised at a weekly cabinet 
meeting Sunday. 

Israeli media reported that 
several ministers planned to 
propose that Israel save face by 
having a low-level team in 
Washington before a full nego- 
tiating delegation arrives for Dec. 
9. 

The Palestinians have urged 
the United States to pressure 
Israel to attend. 

Mr. Shamir said he thought a 
collapse of the peace process was 
unlikely but said “we are taking 
into account” a possible public 
relations fiasco conjured by the 
prospect of Arab delegations fac- 
ing empty Israeli chairs. 

Israeli leaders indicated that 
the Jewish state's troubled rela- 
tions with the United States were 
at the heart of the deadlock in the 
Middle East peace process. 

Mr. Shamir said American 
pressure on Israel had caused the 
Arabs to think they could bypass 
direct talks and rely on American 
pressure to get the Jewish state to 
make con c essions. 



MOSCOW (R) — Soviet Presi- 
dent Mikhail Gorbachev told 
U.S. President George Bush 
Saturday that a “Yes” vote in the 
Ukraine’s referendum on inde- 
pendence did not mean the re- 
public was making a break from 
Moscow. 

“We will not view a decision of 
the citizens of the Ukraine in 
favour of independence as a 
break from the union,” Mr. Gor- 
bachev told Mr. Bush during a 
telephone conversation. 

“To push matters to this direc- 
tion would mean heading for 
disaster — for the onion, fra the 
moraine itself, for Russia, for 
Europe and the world. 

Mr. Gorbachev, whose com- 
ments during the 45-minute con- 
versation were reported by TASS 
news agency, expressed concern 
this week at reports that Mr. 
Bush was prepared to r e co gn ise 
Ukrainian independence. 

Mr. Bush, under pressure from 
influential Ukrainian- American 
groups to extend recognition, 
said Friday there would be no 
major break with Mr. Gorbachev 
even if the republic, as expected, 
voted Sunday for secession. 

TASS said Mr. Bush, who tele- 
phoned tiie Kremlin leader, had 
adopted a “measured, well 
thought oat approach” to de- 
velopments in tiie Soviet repub- 
lics, including the relations 


Washington intended to develop 
with them. 

“He said the U.S. wanted rela- 
tions that would not harm the 
republics’ efforts in solving ques- 
tions linked to the future (Soviet) 
Union,” TASS said. 

“The president of the United 
States wished Mikhap Gorbachev 
every success in this most diff- 
icult task,” TASS said. 

In an interview published ear- 
lier Saturday, Mr. Gorbachev 
urged the Ukraine to remain 
within the Soviet Union and re- 
vived the suggestion that Russia 
could Hwim some of the vast 
republic’s territory. 

In Kiev, Leonid Kravchuk, 
likely winner of the Ukrainian 
presidential election held in con- 
junction with the referendum, 
accused Mr. Gorbachev of in- 
terfering in tiie c ampai g n . 

He told television viewers in a 
broadcast calling for a “Yes” vote 
that even the president of the 
former Soviet Union bad no right 
to interfere with the Ukrainian 
people's dedshm. 

“Centrist forces” opposed to 
independence, he said, were 
trying to hang on to power to 
defend their own interests. 

AD six presidential candidates 
favour independence and say tins 
means a complete political break 
with Moscow. 


U.N. council will not ease 
Iraq sanctions during review 


UNTIED NATIONS (R) — The 
Security Council will almost cer- 
tainly do nothing to ease its 
sanctions against Iraq next week 
when it holds a periodic review of 
the mandatory curbs against 

Baghdad, according to council 
members. 

“Notiiing warra nt s changes,” 
Soviet representative Yuli 
Vor o ntsov, who will take over 
the presidency of the council on 
Dec. 1, told Renters. 

Western council members also 
ruled out any easing of the sanc- 
tions, imposed shortly after Iraq's 
invasion of Kuwait in August 
1990. 

Under an omnibus resolution 
adopted on April 3 calling for the 
scrapping of Iraq’s weapons of 
pmjm destruction, imposing repa- 
rations and a range of other 
measures, tiie coandl is obliged 
to review the sanctions every 60 
days but has done notiiing so far 
to modify them. 

Tiro next review is due Mon- 
day. 

Mr. Vorontsov, who will be 
responsible fra the coundTs work 


schedule during December, told 
Reuters the review might be de- 
layed for a day or two for logbtio 
al reasons. 

The council adopted resolu- 
tions in August and September 
allowing Iraq to export op to $1.6 
billion worth of its embargoed oO 
over a six-mouth period, with the 
proceeds to be paid into a U.N. 
escrow account to enable Bagh- 
dad to buy food and other dvffian 
necessities and to begin making 
payments into a war reparations 
fund. 

The United Nations would 
closely monitor the oil sales and 
the distribution of humanitarian 
supplies inside Iraq to ensure 
there was no illicit diversion. 

Pagjytotl has so far refused to 
sell oil under those terms, which 
it regards as an infringement of its 
sovereignty. 

British Foreign Secretary 
Douglas Hurd said in a speech in 
Scarborough, England, Friday 
that U.N. sanctions against Iraq 
must remain in {dace as long as 
Iraqi President Saddam Hussein 
is in power. 
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Prime Minister Sharif Zdd Ben Shaker Saturday visits the Court of Cassation and the Higher Court of Justice (Petra photo) 

Sharif Zeid pledges to uphold equal status for men and women; 


Ukraine move is not split, 
Gorbachev tells Bush 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Prime Minis- 
ter Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker Satur- 
day pledged that his government 
would ensure that men and 
women are given equal treatment 
in the eyes of the law in Jordan. 

The pledge came during a visit 
Sharif Zeid paid to the Court of 
Cassation and the Higher Court 
of Justice where be met with 
Abdul Karim Maath, head of the 


Two shot 
dead in 
W. Bank 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Unknown 
assailants Saturday shot and 
wounded three West Bank 
Palestinians, Palestinian repor- 
ters said. 

The Palestinians were shot 
while driving in the village of 
Kabatiya, 70 kilometres north of 
Jerusalem, they said. 

Israeli soldiers evacuated the 
wounded to hospital and damped 
a curfew on the area, a military 
spokesman said. 

Two bombs exploded near 
night patrols of Israeli soldiers in 
the Bureij refugee camp and the 
town of Deir Al Balah in the 
Gaza Strip, a military spokesman 
said. 

Two other bombs were de- 
fused. There were no casualties. 

Strike called 

Palestinian hardliners George 
Habash and Nayef Hawatmeh 
have joined forces in opposition 
to Arab peace talks with Israel. 

In a joint statement after a rare 
meeting in Damascus on Friday 
they called for a general strike in 
tiie Israeli occupied West Bank 
and Gaza Strip on Dec. 4, when 
the United States hopes talks win 
resume in Washington. 

Dr. Habash’s Popular Front for 
the Liberation of Palestine 
(PFLP) and Mr. Hawatmeh’s 
Democratic Front for the libera- 
tion of Palestine (DFLP) are the 
second and third largest groups in 
the Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) after Yasser Ara- 
fat’s Fateh. 

The PFLP has boycotted the 
PLO Executive Committee since 
negotiations began in Madrid a 
month ago. Mr. Hawatmeh’s 
grop is still attending. Both are 
based in Syria, which is also 
taking part in the U.S.-brokered 
peace talks. 

Their sta te m e nt described - the 
talks as a “new conspiracy” and a 
“new Camp David” based on 
Israeli proposals for limited self- 
rule which had been rejected by 
Palestinians. 

“We call upon our Palestinian 
people... unify ranks, fbfl the 
American attempt to eliminate 
the Palestinian cause, and con- 
tinue the uprising to achieve their 
rights,” it added. 

The two groups called on 
Palestinians In the Israeli- 
occupied territories to stage a 
general strike and hoist blade 
flags, sign of mourning, on Dec. 
4. 

Their organisations made a 
similar strike call for Oct. 30, the 
day the Middle East peace con- 
ference opened in Madrid, but 
there was little response in the 
occupied territories. 

The hardliners reject the PLO 
Executive’s decision to let West 
Bank and Gaza negotiators 
attend the peace talks in which 
Israel refuses to meet tiie PLO ‘ 
itself. 

“The PFLP, and DFLP confirm 
them adherence to the PLO as the 
sole le gi t ima te representative of 
the Palestinian people and reject 
any at te mp t to minimise this , 
role,” the statement said. 


Court of Cassation, and Rifaat two courts’ plans for boosting 
Shmmout, head of the Higher Jordan's judicial capabilities, the 
Court of Justice, to discuss issues Jordan News Agency, Petra, 
concerning their courts. said. 


At the meeting, which was 
attended by Deputy Prime Minis- 
ter and Minister of Education 
Tbouqan Hindawi and Minister 
of Justice Yousef Mbaideen, tiie 
prime minister was briefed on the 


The judges stressed the need 
for speeding up work on the new 
building for the Palace of Justice 
and a new cadre for judges in 
Jordan. They also stressed the 
need for the government to intro- 


duce a court inspection system to 
help advance the performance of 
the judicial system. 

The prime minister said the 
government will deal with all 
these issues and will give them 
the due attention. 

He stressed that the govern- 
ment would ensure equal treat- 
ment of men and women before 
the law, Petra said. 


Two-way battle seen on House 
floor today for speakership 


By Mariam M. Shahin 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — New parliamen- 
tary aifianrftg were drawn 
Saturday as two candidates 
withdrew from the race for 
the speakership of tiie Lower 
House, leaving the field open 
for a two-way between in- 
cumbent Abdul Latif Ara- 
biyat, the Muslim Brother- 
hood candidate, and Abdul 
Majeed Shreideh of the 17- 
ineinber Constitution Bloc. 

The first to declare hims elf 
out of the race was Suleiman 
Arar of the 16-member 
National Bloc in favour of 
Mr. Shreideh. As a resutt the 
political alliance in parlia- 
ment changed. 

The new National- 
Constitutional alliance 
assured Mr. Shreideh of a 
minimum of 33 votes — the 
17 votes from his own bloc 
and 16 from the National 
Bloc. 

Three deputies from the 
six-member independent 
Islamic Bloc are also ex- 
pected to vote for Mr. 
Sh reideh. The nomination of 
independent Islamist Deputy 
Mahmoud Huwdmel for the 
post of second deputy to the 
speaker is expected to get tiie 
support of the Constitutional- 
National coalition if Mr. 
Shreideh becomes speaker. 


At least two of tiie 10 
independent deputies have 
pledged to vote for Mr. 
Shreideh — raising the pros- 
pect of the Constitution Bloc 
candidate getting 40 votes in 
tiie 80-member House. 

After the last-minute with- 
drawal of Democratic Bloc 
Deputy Fans Nabulsi late 
Saturday evening, it became 
clear that Mr. Shreideh 
would also win the votes of 
two of tiie bloc’s nine de- 
. pa ties. 

Two of tiie Democratic 
Bloc deputies are expected to 
cast votes in favour of Dr. 
ArabiyaL Five are expected 
to abstain, members of tiie 
bloc said. 

The 23-member Muslim 
Brotherhood Bloc is thus 
faced with the strongest orga- 
nised opposition to date in 
Parliament. 

The National- 
Constitutional coalition, 
according to parliamentary 
insiders, was not an ideolo- 
gical one but rather a “mar- 
riage of convenience.” 

According to insiders, the 
National Bloc had four condi- 
tions which it persned with 
vigour in return for Mr. 
Araiks stepping down. 

“The National Bloc could 
ask for a lot since tiie Consti- 
tutional Bloc candidates can- 
not win without them,” said 


one deputy who has been, 
following the inter-bloc nego- 
tiations. 

The alliance drawn be- 
tween tiie National and Con- 
stitutional Bloc was based on 
an agreement that guarantees 
a member of the National 
Bloc the position of first de- 
puty speaker, the chair- 
manship of tiie Foreign Affirs 
Committee and the position 
of speakership during the 
next parliamentary session, 
according to the insiders. 

the independent Islamists 
have always given their votes 
to the candidate that offered 
them a deputy speakership in 
the past two elections. Dur- 
ing the first speakership elec- 
tion in 1989, the then seven- 
member bloc gave their votes 
to Mr. Arar and during the 
second election in 1990 they 
voted for Dr. Arabtyat after 
the Brotherhood Bloc prom- 
ised them the position of first 
deputy. 

Earlier this week, Awm 
Bashir, one of the six inde- 
pendent Islamist deputies 
confirmed that his bloc would 
vote for the candidate that 
gives them an offer to be a 
deputy speaker. Since then 
the Islamist deputies have 
agreed to disagree and late 
Saturday Mr. Bashir- con- 
finned that the bloc may not 
have a unified position. 


Tehran newspaper expects one or 
two Americans to be freed soon 


NICOSIA (R) — A Tehran 
newspaper said Saturday one or 
two of the remaining three Amer- 
ican hostages in Lebanon would 
be released soon. 

The Tehran Times, who has 
often proved accurate in predict- 
ing hostage releases, said it had 
no details of who the hostages 
might be or exactly when they 
would go free. 

“Our correspondent in South 
Lebanon reports that be expects 
one or two American hostages to 
be free soon,” a Tehran Times 
editor in the Iranian capital told 
Reuters by telephone. 

The newspaper will run the 
stray on Sunday, be added. 

New releases' are widely ex- 
pected after U.N. troubleshooter 
Giandomenico Picco came back 
to tbe region on a mission to end 


mas. 

The three American hostages 
in Lebanon are Joseph Gdppio, 
Alarm Steen and Terry Ander- 
son. 

There are also two German 
hostages, aid workers Heinrich 
Straebig and Thomas Kempter, 
who are being held by relatives of 
two Lebanese jailed in Germany. 

Western diplomats in Beirut 
said Mr. Gdppio had the bat 
chance of being the seventh Wes- 
terner to be freed since August. 

Mr. Gdppio, 61, an accoun- 
tant at tbe American University 
of Beirut, was kidnapped as he 
walked to work cm Sept 12,1986. 


He is held by the pro-Iranian 
Revolutionary Justice Organisa- 
tion. 

The diplomats confirmed that 
Mr. Picco was in the area on 
Saturday but said his precise 
movements were a closely 
guarded secret — as they have 
been since tiie United Nations 
began a drive to free all the 
hostages last August. 

“Picco’s back and because of 
that we expect at least one hos- 
tage to be released soon,” a 
diplomat said, “Bat be has to 
make the kidnappers move each 
time. And that is the bard part.” 

Tbe 42-year-old Italian, who 
shuttles between Damascus and 
face-to-face meetings with pro- 
Iranian kidnappers in Lebanon in 
tiie run-up to a release, has an 
unbroken record of bringing one 
or more hostages out every time 
be visits Syria and Lebanon. 

Once Mr. Picco has met them 
at a secret rendezvous, tiie kid- 
nap groups usually provide the 
first public word of an impending 
rele^e by sending a statement to 
an international news agency. 

Mr. Picco then arranges the 
handover of the hostage or hos- 
tages to Syrian intelligence offic- 
ers, who transfer , them to 
Damascus. 

“Every single release s the 
result of work.... there are no 
short cuts,” Picco said after over- 
seeing tiie release of Qmrch of 
England envoy Terry Waite and 
American Thomas Sutherland on 


Nov. 18. 

After Mr. Waite and Mr. 
Sutherland were set free, U.N. 
Secretary General Javira Perez 
de Cuellar, who steps down as 
U.N. diief at the end of the year, 
said he had been promised the 
kidnap groups would release all 
their Western hostages by Christ- 
mas. 

“After the statements from 
Waite and Sutherland we had of 
course hoped for a release or 
releases sooner than this but tins 
delay shows what a complex role 
Picco has," a diplomat said. 

“Despite Iran's eagerness at 
last to end this problem, it is 
essential to success that Picco is 
on the frontline,” he added. 

Mr. Sutherland and Mr. Waite, 
who was kidnapped while nego- 
tiating for the release of U.S. 
captives mdudiag tiie longest- 
held hostage Anderson, have said 
their captors assured them all 
three Americans would be out by 
the end of tins month. 

The Tehran Times 1 , which is 
dose to Iran’s Foreign Ministry, 
said 10 days ago that one or two 
hostages might be freed whinn 
two weeks. 

Pro-Iranian Lebanese leaders 
added to U.N. hopes that the 
seven-year hostage crisis would 
be over tins year by aimoancing 
tins month that releasing the 
Western hostages was no longer 
linked to Israel freeing its 
Lebanese and Palestinian prison- 
ers. 
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Palestinians laud 
Soviet assistance 


By Sana Atiyefa 

Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — Palestinians expect' 
a more prominent role for the 
Soviet Union in the Middle East 
peace talks after the reappoint- 
ment of Foreign Minister Eduard 
Shevardnadze and after receiving 
.'.indications that the Soviets intend 
-to take a more active role that 
, -could help the Palestinians dur- 
-v ing the negotiations, a Palestinian 
, delegate said Saturday. 

Ghassan A1 Khatib also said 
that the American letter of invita- 
tion to the Palestinians expected 
fc - “negotiations of substance” to 
take place “in two tracks — a 
Palesti nian-Israe li track and a 
Jordanian -Israeli track” — to take 
place in the next round of peace 
talks doe to start in Washington 
Wednesday. 


In an interview with the Jordan 
Times, Mr. Khatib said that the 
Palestinian negotiating delega- 
tion and its guidance committee 
had feh more cooperation from 
^ . tb& Soviet embassy in Israel be- 
fore their trip to Amman by' 
facilitating their trip across the 
King Hussein Bridge Friday. 

■Kjf: “We felt there was more in- 
— "terest, more seriousness and 
more cooperation from die Soviet 
'"^embassy in Israel.” Mr. .Khatib 
-"■said. 




. s j li . Mr. Khatib said he expected a 
. 3 more prominent and active role 
' for the Soviet Union in die peace 
^ talks because of Mr. Shevard- 
^■-.Jiadze’s assertive personality, bat 
warned that the internal Soviet 
^•'turbulence would prevent the co- 
sponsor of the Middle East peace 
^ talks from taking a “more disting- 
uished” role (in favour of the 
. ^Palestinians). 

"J " J " D 

A delegation from the Palesti- 
-^nian team visited Moscow last 
week and met with Mr. Shevard- 
' hadze, after which they “left with 
valuable promises” that the 
"-Soviets would take a more active 
•^'role in the peace talks. 

■ - 1 ' - “The im pressions Mr. Shevard- 
"hadze left was that it will not be 
-•-‘basy to accept a marginal role,” 

' said Mr. Khatib, a supporter of 
s^the Palestine People’s Party 
' : i (Communist). 


(the Israeli auth ori ties) for facili- 
ties when we are going to negoti- 
ate with them on an equal basis,” 
Mr. Khatib sakl. “We are not 
going to ask diem not take off our 
clothes (when searched) at die 
bridge when we are going to 
negotiate with diem.” 

The joint Jordanian- 
Palestmian delegation will leave 
Monday for Washington. 

Mr. Khatib said that the U.S. 
letter of invitation, to the Palesti- 
nian team had expected “negotia- 
tions of substance” to .take {rims 
in die next round of bilateral talks 
with Israel. 

Israel has so far rejected the 
Wednesday date set by the U.S. 
and insists that the Washington 
talks only deal with procedural 
issues. The Israeli government 
wants the negotiations of subst- 
ance to take place in the Middle 
East, something the Arab sides 
reject and conrider it an Israeli 
excuse to avoid progress in the 
peace process. 

“The American invitation 
mentioned that they expect this 
round of talks to deal with subst- 
ance and that there will be two- 
track negotiations, a Palestinian- 
Israeli track and a Jordaman- 
Israeti track,” Mr. Khatib said. 

The letter of invitation also 
mentioned “for each party to 
propose its views on die tran- 
sitional phase.” 

The next round of bilateral 
talks have been expected to deal 
with the transfer of authority to 
the Palestinians in the occupied 
West Bank and Gaza Strip as a 
transitional phase that would lead 
to Israel’s w i thd r awal from the 
occupied territories. 

But Mr. Khatib said that Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak S hamir 
was trying to avoid negotiations 
of subrtance to ptease some mem- 
bers of his coalition government 
who oppose negotiations with die 
Palestinians on such issues as die 
transitional phase and Jewish set- 
tlements. 


The Palestinian team resorted 
, to die Soviet embassy after the 
* U.S. consulate in Jerusalem: for 
—the first time refused to ask-the 
Israeli authorities to facilitate the 
Palestinian team’s trip from the 
occupied territories. 


’“The Americans want us to 
directly contact the Israeli gov- 
ernment because they think that 
•\ it Is alright to do so when dealing 
tt'wfth procedural matters,” Mr. 
io Khatib said, adding that this was 
rejected by the Palestinian team. 

** ** The Palestinian negotiators 
; n and advisors normally submit to 
U.S. consulate in Jerusalem a 
list of their names when travelling 
from the occupied territories, 
which in turn makes the travel 
^'arrangements with the Israeli au- 
thorities. 

, Mr. Khatib, a professor of eco- 

■ nonrics at Bir Zeit University in 
< the .West Bank, said that the 

■ U.S.’s refusal to ask for farilitat- 
t ing their travel was an effort to 
, pressure the Palestinian team to 

- establish direct contact with the 
1. Israeli authorities. 

j Israel wants the Arab partidk 
; pants in the peace talks to make 

- direct contact with the Jewish 
l state to arrange procedure and 
; logistics dealing with the peace 
' talks. But the Arabs insist that 
* the contact . should be made 
' through the co-sponsors in order 
i to avoid normalising relations 

- with Israel. The Palestinians re- 

- ject direct contact with the Israeli 
t government because they are still 
l under their occupation. 

- “It is not possible to ask them 


“But if he 1 (Mr. Shamir) does 
not enter real negotiations, be 
will lose the Americans,” Mr. 
Khatib predicted. “Sooner or la- 
ter, he will have to answer to the 
U.S. on whether he will start 
negotiations on serious issues.” 
The Palestinian team has also 
pn^mged a . comprehensive re- 
port, "entitled ‘'Since Madrid: 
Israel! Confidence-Destroying 
Mefrana.” ft details Israeli, acti- 
vities against the Palestinians in 
the occupied territories since the 
opening of the U.S.-Soviet spon- 
sored peace conference opened in 
Madrid on Oct. 30. 

Mr. Khatib arid that the re- 
port deemnented the escalation 
of Jewish settlement activity and 
confiscation of Arab land in the 
occupied territories, Israel’s 
arbitrary measures against the 
people, and “Israel’s dismfonna- 
tioo campaign.” 

The Israeli media campaign, he 


said, was attempting to disinform 
the Palestinian pubtic of the acti- 
vities and intentions of the nego- 
tiating team. “They refer to ns as 
the alternative leadership, for ex- 
ample. But the people are 
aware.” 

Mr. Khatib added that while 
the Israeli government had not 
shown any signs of “good will” to 
try to solve the Palestinian-Israeli 
problem, the Palestinians under 
occupation have. 

“The peaceful demonstrations 
that took place in the occupied 
territories is very indicative of 
the fact that the peaceful and 
sincere position of the delegation 
is genuine and su ppor te d by the 
public,” Mr. Khatib stressed. 

Palestinians have demanded 
that as part of confidence*: 
building measures, the Israelis 
should stop all settlement activity 
in the West Bank and Gaza Strip, 
stop demolishing homes, and to 
release all Palestinian pri so ne r s 
and detainees. 


U.S. and 
Iran reach 
accord on 


assets 


dispute 


WASHINGTON (R) — The Un- 
ited States, in a move that could 
improve ties with Tehran, said 
Friday It readied final agree ment 
to compensate Iran with $270 
million for undelivered U.S.- 
made military e quipmen t dating 
from before the country’s 1979 
revolution. 

Spokesman Richard Boucher 
said final details were settled this 
week and the international tri- 
bunal at the Hague is expected to 
approve the agreement early next 
week. 


The accord, under negotiation 
for 18 months, is an important 
step towards resolving financial 
differences between the two 
countries as the saga of Western 
hostages held by pro-Iranian ex- 
tremists in Lebanon comes to a 
dose. 


Iran’s assets in the United 
States were ordered frozen by 
Washington after radicals held 52. 
Americans hostage for 444 days 
in the U.S. embassy in Tehran. 

They have been tied up for a 
decade because of legal wrangling 
and have been a source of con- 
tinued bitterness in U.S.-Iranian 
relations. 

“The United States will pay 
$278 milK on to settle a claim 
regarding Iranian military equip- 
ment that was in the United 
States for repair, testing or other 
purposes when our embassyin 
Tehran was seized in November 
1979,” Mr. Boucher told repor- 
ters. 


The Hague tribunal previously 
upheld tiie U.S. refusal to return 
mBitaiy property to Iran but 
ruled that Washington must com- 
pensate Tehran for its value. 

The t wo rid es agreed cm the 
figure of $278 milli on last Febru- 
ary but details like bow the pay- 
ments would be made and where 
they would be sent were left until 
now to be worked out 
Mr. Boucher said that $260 
milli on would be paid by cheques 
to the government of Iran. 

The remaining $18 milli on 
would be deposited in a security 
account' to. bring- the- account's 
total .up to, $500 motion- to cover 
future rewards for U.S. damns 
against Iran, he said. 


Iran’s agreement to put the 
payment into the security account 
removes the last obstacle,” Mr. 
Boucher said. 

The United States refused to 
give the full amount directly to 
Iran. Tehran initially objected to 
putting a portion of the money in 
an escrow account, but recently 
relented. 

The agreement comes as the 
plight of Western hostages 
appears near an end. 

Two hostages, American Tho- 
mas Sutherland and Anglican 
Church envoy Terry Waite, were 
released recently and the remain- 
ing captives are expected to be 
freed soon. 

The U.S. administration, seek- 
ing to avoid any hint of a deal 
with Iran, has maintained that 
resolution of the Iranian assets 
dispute rs unrelated to plight 
of the hostages. 

But the settlement of claims is 
one way both rides can reward 
each other for progress in the 
hostage negotiations. 


U.S. officials attribute Iran’s 
new willingness to settle the $278 
million claim with its need to 
appear to justify the hostage re- 


Some very large government 
claims, including Iran’s 
mnltibillion-doflar Haims arising 
out of the foreign nrifitary sales 
programme, as well as about 130 
large private claims, remain 
pending at the Hague tribunal. 


SHOW OF DEFIANCEdMember of Israefi 
parfiam e nt Geula Cohen visits settlers at an Arab 
East Jerusalem site to show her support against a 


ruibig by Israel’s attorney-genera! that the settlers 
couM be removed by police for security reasons 


Iraqis sell family 
silver to survive 


BAGHDAD (R) — Iraqis are 
selling the family silver to pay for 
food to survive. 

“They even come to me with 
the spoons from their tables, rea- 
ly cheap stuff , just to get a few fils 
to buy food,” said antique dealer 
Sabah Awas. “They are selling 
anything.” 

Silver jewellery, furniture and 
priceless carpets are being 
hawked on the streets of Baghdad 
these days by Iraqis trying to pile 
up cash to keep pace wftfa run- 
away inflation. 

Their government is also de- 
sperate to raise money for food. 
It scored its first victory Saturday 
in a campaign to unlock S4 billion 
of assets frozen by the West. 

Baghdad, complaining the pad- 
locking of its cash is preventing it 
buying urgently-needed food and 
medicine for the young, old and 
sick, secured $125 million held by 
Britain in' exchange for freeing 
jailed British., engineer Ian 
Richter. 

It was the first time a major 
power in the U. S.-led coalition 
against Iraq had agreed to un- 
freeze assets held pending settle- 
ment of Gulf war reparation 
claims. 


Iraqi Airways, grounded by 
sanctions, says it has won U.N. 
approval to send a plane to col- 
lect a cargo of meat from Sudan. 

But with winter setting in — 
and the government estimating it 
needs S3 billion worth of food 
and drugs to maintain minimum 
living standards over the next few 
months — heirlooms are being 
used to stock up larders. 

Sellers, and buyers like Mr. 
Awas, say U.N. sanctions are the 
reason that millions of dinars of 
valuables are being traded as the 
Iraqi currency loses its buying 
power by the day. 

The needy take their wares, 
everything from silver samovars 
to ancient pearl-inlaid muskets, 
to the many antique dealers. The 
really desperate sell theirs at im- 
promptu street auctions known as 
“souk al haraj” — markets of 
confusion. 

At these a man will stand on a 
chair surrounded by items he has 
for sale. They can range from an 
ancient British phonograph to a 
single silver spoon and egg cup. 

Mr. Awas, sitting on a pile of 
Persian rags in his shop, was 
approached by a well-dressed but 
dearly anxious young Iraqi trying 


to sell a silver necklace drip- 
ping with old coins and Islamic 
figures. No deal was struck. 

“How much, and why are you 
selling?'' a Western viator asked 
the young man. “Anything I can 
get, and you know why I’m sell- 
ing,” he shot back. He slipped the 
necklace back into a wallet and 
disappeared into the teeming 
Baghdad souk. 

Dealers are buying in the hope 
that one day, when the Gulf war 
and sanctions are a memory, 
foreign collectors will return ui 
droves. 

“When my collection is com- 
plete and foreigners start pouring 
into the country like they used to, 
then I’m sure I'll make big 
money,” said one dealer in Bab 
Sharji souk in central Baghdad. 

The only buying appears to be 
by wealthy Iraqis stocking up on 
the finest items they can lay their 
hands on — usually carpets. 

“A fine carpet for many Iraqis 
is worth more than gold,” said 
Naji Qeis. He keeps the most 
precious items out of sight in his 
dusty shop because of a crime 
wave caused by Iraq's new-found 
poverty. 

“Collecting antiques is not a 
popular pursuit in Iraq,” he said, 
gesturing at two Russian samo- 
vars, some old records and a 
selection of mismatched China. 
.“People now just concentrate on 
survival.” 


Mr. Qeis sends his agents on 
field trips to Kurdistan, in north- 
ern Iraq, and to Basra in the 
south to go round private bouses 
and scout out valuables. “They 
usually come back with good 
stuff.” 

As in all antiques dealings, 
families often do not know the 
value of their goods. 

“I sold a carpet to a dealer for 
5,000 dinars for food. It was an 
Isfahan. The dealer auctioned it 
for more than 100,000 dinars,” 
complained Sarnia Seraj, who 
sold her belongings for cash. 

Other sellers are parents seek- 
•ing gold to give to their children 
as wedding presents. “They sell 
lots of silver and buy a little 
gold,” said one dealer. 

Baghdad is not an Aladdin's 
cave. Iraqi law forbids the export 
of anything over 100 years old. 


Before the Gulf war 5,000 dinars 
would buy a car. Now it would 
barely cover the cost of the tyres. 


China 


signals 
improved 
ties with 


Israel 


PEKING (R) — Chinese Premier 
U Peng, in the latest sign of 
improved ties with Israel, said 
Friday that the Jewish state's 
sovereignty and security should 
be guaranteed. 


Mr. Li made the statement in a 
message congratulating the Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) on its International Soli- 
darity Day, the official New Chi- 
na News Agency said. 

“The sovereignty and security 
of Israel should be respected and 
guaranteed," Mr. Li was quoted 
as saying. 

At the same time be reiterated 
Chioa’s perennial . stance, on 
Palestine: . “The ■ legitimate 
national rights of the Palestinian 
people should be restored, the 
occupied Arab territories re- 
turned.” 

His positive remark about 
Israel is the latest in a stream of 
Chinese gestures which seem to 
point the way to the establish- 
ment of diplomatic relations. 

Chinese Foreign Minister Qian 
Qicben on Thursday told a de- 
legation of American Jews that 
China and Israel may soon nor- 
malise relations, a member of the 
delegation said. 


Rabbi Marvin Hier quoted Mr. 
Qian as saying: 

“Israel and China are both on 
a gradual and progressive 
approach with the ultimate goal 
of preparing for normal relations. 
With concrete efforts from both 
sides, that can achieved soon.” 
The Chinese government has 
given no public indication of 
when it might establish ties with 
Israel. The two countries have 
never had diplomatic relations. 

China is an old ally of the PLO, 
Israel's long-time adversary, and 
Peking has traditionally sup- 
ported the Arab cause. 

Mr. Hier is dean of Simon 
Wiesenthal Centre in Los 
Angeles and is leading a delega- 
tion that will open the first exhibi- 
tion in China on the holocaust. 
The exhibition of documents and 
photographs opens in Shanghai 
Tuesday. 

Contacts between China and 
Israel are growing rapidly. 


HUDDLE EAST NEWS IN BRIEF 


Sudanese envoy waits to see Mubarak 


CAIRO (R) — The Sudanese government, out of favour in Cairo 
for more than a year, has sent an envoy to Egypt, a Sudanese 
diplomat said Saturday. Mustafa Othman, a Sudanese minister of 
state, arrived late on Friday and hoped to see President Hoszd 
Mubarak within the next few days, a spokesman for the Sudanese 
embassy said. Egypt su pp o rted the Sudanese military junta when 
it took power in 1989 ‘but relations have steadily worsened since. 
Cairo, which traditionally wields enormoos influence in Sudan, 
was angered when Khartoum backed Iraq in the Gulf war. It 
accuses the junta of helping Muslim extr emis t groups in Egypt 
But in an interview in the Cairo newspaper Al Abram on 
Thursday, Sudanese bead of state Omar Hassan Al Bashir said he 
was ready to visit Egypt at any time “to discuss promoting ties and 
coordinating to farm joint projects.” Other than far an Arab 
League summit after the Iraqi invasion of Kuwait, General Bashir 
last visited Cairo in February 1990. Earlier this month Mr. 
Mubarak said ties with Sudan continued to be tense because of 
the Khartoum government’s links with Hassan Tourabi, a Muslim 
fundamentalist leader whom Cairo accuses of promoting violence 
in several Arab countries. The embassy spokesman said Mr. 
O thman was carrying a letter from the military junta’s deputy 
chairman, Al Zubetr Mohammad Saleh, for Egyptian Minister of 
Agriculture Yousef Wali. Joint projects between the two conn- 
tries, including the digging of the Jongiei canal in central Sudan, 
have stopped because of the eight-year-old civil war in southern 
Sudan. A spokesman for the Egyptian presidency said no date 
had been set for Mr. Mubarak to receive Mr. Othman. . 


Ghali urges Third World to seize chance 


ALGIERS (R) — Boutros Ghali. set to become the new 
secretary-general of the United Nations, has called on the Third 
World to make use of the organisation to enable them to shape 
international affai rs. In an interview broadcast on Algerian 
television. Dr. Ghali said the end of the cold war, which had 


formerly paralysed the United Nations, had given it a new ability 
to act. “The Third World should take an interest and work within 


the United Nations. If it concerns itself solely with regional and 
local questions, the Third World will miss this chance offered to it 
to play a role in internal affairs,” Dr. Ghali said. “Here is a 
danger of the world's southern countries, and particularly Africa, 
of being marginalised after the rapprochement between the east 
and west which has concentrated ail attention on Europe to the 
detriment of the Third World.” The interview, broadcast late 
Friday night, was recorded in Venezuela where Dr. Ghali, 
Egypt’s deputy prime minister, was representing President Hosni 
Mubarak at the Group of 15 summit. 


Italy deports illegal Immigrants 


CAIRO (R) — Italy has deported 47 Egyptian job-seeking illegal 
immigrants who paid $800 each to said from Malta to southern 
Italy by night in small private boats, Cairo newspapers said 
Saturday. “We crossed to Italy at dawn on Wednesday (last 
week),” the state-owned newspaper Al Gomhouriya quoted Fathi 
Abdul Azhn Al Issawi, 25, as saying. “We walked for five 
kil o metres over farms in the mountains and were attacked by 
guard dogs. Then the police arrested us and moved ns under dose 
guard to Rome airport and then to Cairo.” The semi-official 
newspaper Al Ahram quoted Hassan Al Huwari, a 37-year-old 
technician, as saying: “We also lost the money we borrowed in the 
hope of paying it back (from earnings 'in Italy).” The Egyptians 
flew to Malta individnally and made contact with a gang which 
smuggles illegal immigrants to Europe. With Egypt’s population 
growing by a milli on every eight months and the economy in 
recession, hundreds of thousands of young Egyptians leave school 
and college every year and spill onto a local job market that 
cannot fully absorb them. Hundreds of thousands of Egyptians 
working in Iraq and the Gulf Arab countries, traditionally a vital 
prop to the country’s economy, had^to crane home during the 
'Gtiff iarisffiiast Tear. 


Cyprus lifts ban on links with S. Africa 


NICOSIA (R) — Cyprus announced a gradual abolition of 
sanctions against South Africa Saturday, lifting a ban on air links 
resuming sport and cultural exchanges. But economic sanctions 
remain in force. The Mediterranean island's government said the 
decision was taken “in view of the positive political developments 
in the country and in line with the recent decision of the 
Commonwealth summit in Harare for an immediate end to 
people-to-pcople sanctions.” It said a ban on air links will be 
lifted and restrictions on tourism abolished. Consular restrictions 
will be lifted. Cultural, scientific and sport exchanges will be 
restored under conditions placed by the Commonwealth. A ban 
on the sale or transfer of weapons through Cyprus and ec on omic, 
trade and commercial sanctions will remain in force until the 
conditions set by the Commonwealth are met, the government 
said. 


Security council renews mandate of Golan force 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — The Security Council on Friday 
uanimously approved another sex-month renewal of the maiufat* 
of the U.N. Disengagement Observer Force (UNDOF), which 
serves as a buffer between the Syrian and Israeli armies on die 
Golan Heights. The 1330-man force, comprising contingents 
from Austria, Canada, Finland and Poland, was established in 
May 1974. It monitors a troop tfisengagement accord reached 
between Syria and Israel a few months after the October 1973 
East war. The council meeting lasted only a few minutes and there 
were no speeches. 


Refugees hold open air church service 


NICOSIA (R) — About 300 Greek-Cypriots who fled the north 
of Cyprus following the 1974 Turkish invasion held a church 
service on the green line of the world's last divided capital Friday. 
Holding candles, refugees from the Karpas peninsula on the 
northeastern tip of the Mediterranean island, gathered near the 
Ledra Palace checkpoint, the only crossing point between the 
Greek-Cypriot south and the Turkish-held north in Nicosia. 
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Antal Hospital 674155 


ZARQ/U 

ZarqaGovt. Hospital (09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital .. (09)900560 

Iba Sina Hospital (09)986732 

Al lEkwa Modem H os pi t al (09)990990 
DUHKh 

Princess Basma Hospital .. (02)275555 
Greek Calbobc Hospital (02)272275 

Ibn Al Nafccs Hospital (02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess H»ya Hospital .... (03)314111 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 

This information is soppBcd by Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) mfomation depart- 
ment at tbe Queen Alia International 
Airport Tel. (08)532006. where it 
aboold always be ver&kd. 

AKUVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
(Terminal 1) 

Jeddah (RJ) 

•MS Aqaba (RJ) 


8*55 Dubai. Aba Dhabi (RJ) 

IMS Doha, Bahrain (RJ) 

10-J8 Beirut (RJ) 

lfc4S Cairo (RJ) 

17:88 .... New York. Amsterdam (RJ) 

1M0 Madrid, Rome (RJ) 

HW8 Paris, Geneva (RJ) 

IMS .... Frankfurt. Vienna (RJ) 

London, Brussels (RJ) 

Other nights (Terminal 2) 

09&5 Cairo (MS) 

**40 Moscow (SU) 

1&28 ... Laraaca (CY) 

»-3S Beirut (ME) 


«=» -..Cairo (MS) 

nsS * Beirut, Rome (AZ) 

Moacow(SU) 

- Lanmca(CV) 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
(Terminal 1) 

Beiruti 

67:00 - Aqaba L— , 

11:16 Tunis, GoaMauca (RJ) 

1*45 Cairo I 

Uh40 Larnaka { 

2H10 Jeddah | 

2Ssoo rwi« 

29:10 Riyadh) 

2fc36 Aba Dhabi, Datari ( 

21:18 Kuala Lumpur, Sinpp ivf ( 
2&S6 — Banff * 

a>45 JTS 

Other nights (Terminal 2) 


Uppexflower price a I Os per Jem. 

API** - ......I 600/500 

... 500/450 

Banana (Mnkaminar) 550/500 

® 2“ 850/650 

£“*8° 160/120 

Canfiflower 230 / 170 

180/120 

Cucumbers (*nt*a) 360 / 320 

280 / 220 

Gwbc ....... .... 800/700 

£ r *P es - 900 / 800 

Goava 500 / 400~ 

180/-120 

Marrowflarge) 160/120 

Marrow (small) ...... ... 350/300 

- 850/750 

«**«(*y) 170/120 

gfcPP”?” 1 ) 320/260 

Pepper (sweet) 450 / 400 

K** 10 - .‘300 / 250 

6007 SOO 

WJ* 220/160' 

Sweet melon™., 270/230 

Tomatoes 4207360 

Watermelon ........ (60/ 120 . 
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HomeNews 

National Aid Fund capital 
increased by JD 3 million 


JORDAN TIMES, SUNDAY, DECEMBER 1, 1991 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The National 
Aid Fond (NAF) will have its 
total capital increased from JD S 
million to JD 8 million, register- 
ing nearly an increase of 80 per 
cent, according to allocations 
trade for it in the 1992 fiscal 
budget. 

An NAF official said that the 
increase reflects the new govern- 
ment’s keenness in providing for 
the needy among Jordanian peo- 
ple, who are the main benefi- 
ciaries of NAF projects and direct 
fmanciai assistance. 

The increase reflects die gov- 
ernment's concern over the grow- 
ing -numbers of needy Jordanians 
living in poverty, which has been 
on the increase lately following 
theeconomk crisis in the country 
which started around the mid 
1980s. 

He said that since 1986, when 
the NAF was established, a total 
of 18,934 needy families benefit- 
led from allocations for financial 
assistance totalling around JD 


14.8 million. 

The assistance included month- 
ly salaries for the needy reaching 
about JD 40 a month and voca- 
tional and rehabilitation projects. 

According to the official, 
another 800 families are to be 
added to the list of the needy. 
The NAF plans to finance 500 
rehabilitation projects benefitting 
the poor people, he added. 

In the past 10 months the NAF 
has spent JD 4.5 million on 
monthly salaries and rehabilita- 
tion schemes, he noted. 

The Ministry of Social De- 
velopment last month published 
the results of a survey which 
revealed that at least 20,000 fami- 
lies in Jordan now live in abject 
poverty and could be classified as 
starving bad it not been for the 
help reaching them through the 
NAF and charitable organisa- 
tions. 

The study confirmed an earlier 
survey conducted by the United 
Nations Children’s Fund (UN- 


ICEF) which found that no less 
than 33 per cent of Jordanians 
live under the poverty line. The 
survey pointed out that at least 

20,000 families are not only very 
poor, but live on charity handouts 
and assistance from the NAF. 

The NAF is striving to expand 
its services to needy people, espe- 
cially to those in need of medical 
care, and has been providing 
hearing aids, wheelchairs and 
other equipment to those in need 
of such help, the official noted. 

The official quoted a recent 
study conducted by the Central 
Bank of Jordan (CBJ) which re- 
ferred to the lack of proper coor- 
dination among government aid 
funds for the poor and said that 
these funds and concerned in- 
stitutions caring for the poor face 
common problems. This lack of 
coordination, be said, has led to 
improper and insufficient atten- 
tion that should be given to the 
questions of poverty and unem- 
ployment in the Kingdom. 


King 

opens 

parliamentary 

session 

AMMAN (J.T.) His Majesty 
King Hussein Sunday opens Par- 
ti ament's third ordinary session 
with a speech from the throne 
outlining the basic principles for 
the government's work in the 
coming stage, according to an 
announcement Saturday. 

In his speech, the King is ex- 
pected to outline the govern- 
ment’s programme designed to 
fulfil the conn try’s national goals 
in various fields, the anounce- 
ment said. 

The higher council for the in- 
terpretation of the Jordanian con- 
stitution had earlier considered 
the speech from the throne to 
serve as the new government's 
policy statement for which the 
government will seek a Parlia- 
ment’s vote of confidence. 

Following the speech, the Low- 
er House normally meets to elect 
a new speaker for the new session 
and to prepare a reply to the King 
and to elect various committees. 


3 companies awarded 
contracts to build roads 
worth JD 22.7 million 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Minis- 
try of Public Works and Housing 
Saturday concluded three agree- 
ments with two local companies, 
and one foreign company for the 
construction of roads in the King- 
dom at a total cost of JD 22.7 
millioii. 

Two companies, one Saudi and 
the other Jordanian, will build a 
stretch of road between A1 Azraq 
and tiie Iraqi borders in the north- 
east at JD 5.1 and JD 5.9 million 
respectively, in 540 days. 

The stretch of road is part of 
die 240-kflometre Amman-Iraqi 
border highway, which is being 
bnflt at a total cost of JD 26.1 
millio n. The whole project, which 
has been divided into four parts, 
is being financed through a 


Japanese loan and partly by the 
Jordanian treasury. 

The other agreement was con- 
cluded with a local company, 
which will build a stretch of the 
Zara-Gbor Haditha road at the 
cost of JD 11.7 million in 740 
days. The treasury will finance 15 
per cent of the project while the 
Saudi Development Fund will 
provide 40 per cent and the Arab 
Fund for Economic and Social 
Development 45 per emit. 

The stretch is part of the 
Mafraq-Sweimeh Ghor Safi road 
which is 90 kilometres long. 

Minister of Public Works and 
Housing Saed Hayel Surour 
signed fiie agreements with the 
general managers of the three 
companies. 


Survey finds 3,200 expatriate 
families to invest in Jordan 


AMMAN (Petra) — A total of 
3,200 Jordanian expatriate fami- 
lies returning from the Gulf re- 
gion have expressed interest in 
launching investment projects in 
the Kingdom totalling JD 300 
million with the propose of con- 
tributing to the national economy 
and creating new jobs for the 
expatriates, according to a study 
conducted by the National Centre 
for Educational Research and 
Development (NCERD). 

The study was based on a 
survey conducted on 16,500 ex- 
patriate families, nearly 100,000 
citizens, the study noted. 

The results of the study were 
announced Saturday by Dr. Vic- 
tor Billeh, the NCERD presi- 
dent, who said that the survey 
was conducted in cooperation 
with the Ministry of Planning. 

The survey covered informa- 


tion related to the types of pro- 
jects the expatriates wished to 
initiate, the manner in which the 
plans will be financed and the 
geographic distribution of the 
projects. Dr. Billeh said. 

He said that the various minis- 
tries and concerned institutions 
will be informed of the detailed 
outcome of the survey to enable 
them to take appropriate mea- 
sures . 

The study found that 141 fami- 
lies wished to carry out invest- 
ment projects of about JD 

100.000 in value or more. The 
rest wanted to carry out schemes 
ranging in capital between JD 

10.000 and JD 50,000. 

According to Dr. Billeh, more 

than half of those asked to give 
their views said they wanted to 
invest in trade, agriculture or 
industry. 


On World AIDS Day, U.N. calls for cooperation 


AMMAN (J.T.) — As World 
AIDS Day is observed today, 
many f countries throughout the 
world are taking time to, assess 
t)ie pro^ammes they have in 
place to fight this deadly 
epidemic. 

• The United Nations, one of the 
leaders in combating the spread 
of the disease, has repeatedly 
called for member countries to 
highlight file i mpo r tance of joint 
efforts in educating the public 
about AIDS. 

On Saturday, Wiffiam Draper, 
UNDP administrator, again 
emphasised the importance of 
cooperation in the campaign 
against the disease. Following are 
Mr. Draper’s remarks: 

“Each year, the United Na- 
tions system, governments, com- 
munities and individuals around 
the world unite to celebrate 
World AIDS Day. This year. 
World AIDS Day emphasises the 
theme of sharing the challenge, 
encouraging a commitment to the 
straggle against HIV everywhere. 
As the world entres the second 
decade of tire epidemic, we must 
pause to take stock not only of its 
challenges but of file spirit of 
hope and the partnership with 
which people have responded 


globally. 

“This epidemic has dearly 
shown that people can change 
even quite intimate sexual be- 
haviour. In the face of devasta- 
tion, families and communities 
respond with concern and com- 
passion. They provide the basis of 
our hope that the epidemic can be 
overcome. 

“We have come to recognise 
that the epidemic impacts all 
aspects of human, social and eco- 
nomic development. It is critical 
that the response of the United 
Nations system be comprehen- 
sive, interdisoplmary and col- 
laborative. 

‘UNDP and' WHO recognised 
fins as early as 1988, when they 
drew up the WHO/UNDP 
alliance to combat HIV/AIDS. 
The alliance recognises WHO’s 
global leadership in health policy 
and prgorammes and UNDP’s 
expertise in social and economic 
development. UNDP is now the 
single largest contributor to the 
WHO globa 1 programme on 
AIDS. 

“UNDP is an active member of 
file management committee of 
the WHO global programme on 
AIDS and a contributor to its 
programmes at the global and 


country levels. We have a man- 
date to collaborate with all Un- 
ited Nations agencies and orga- 
nisations whose expertise can 
contribute to minimizing the 
advene effects of 'file epidemic 
and preventing its fur ther s pread. 
These include UNICEF, UN- 
FPA, UNESCO and the World 
Bank. Also, members of the 
GPA management committee. 
As well as FAO, ILO, the World 
Tourism Organisation and other 
parts of tiie United Nations Sys- 
tem. 

"The UNDP policy framework 
for its response to the HIV/AIDS 
epidemic places primary import- 
ance on s up po r ti n g coom unity 
initiatives and on responding in a 
gender-sensitive manner. The 
framework contains a set of guid- 
ing principles drawn from the 
global AIDS strategy. These 
underline all our work in fins field 
including programme support 
■ and personnel policies and prac- 
tices. 

"UNDP recognises that it most 
build national capacity to respond 
to the epidemic not only in health 
ministries but also in ministries 
resp o nsible for planning and fi- 
nance, and in the productive and 


soda! sectors, all of which are, or 
will be, involved as the epidemic 
spreads. Support in more than 
sixty provided to national HIV/ 
AIDS programmes in more than 
sixty countries and this support is 
complemented through regional 
and interregional programmes. 

‘Affected communities 
throughout the world have de- 
veloped programmes which re- 
spond to their own needs and 
concerns. Supporting families 
with infected members or families 
in which the productive adults 
have died. UNDP is committed 
to sup po rt i n g these initiatives. 

The role of community-based 
organisations is central to the 
development of effective prog- 
rammes to prevent further infec- 
tion and respond to file consequ- 
ences of the epidemic. The work 
of communities has also been 
supported by non-governmental 
organisations who have de- 
veloped prevention, support and 
care programmes. 

’No one organisation, public or 
private, local or national, can 
cope solely through its own work. 
This must be a collective effort. 
UNDP is committed to sharing 
the challenge. 


Jor danian dentists’ delegation 
returns from conference 


AMMAN (Petra) — A Jordanian 
delegation c om prising 140 de- 
ntists returned to Amman from 
Baghdad aftw taking part in a 
conference organised jointly by 
the Jordanian and the Iraqi de- 
ntists associations. 

Besides Iraq and Jordan, de- 
legations representing several 
Arab countries participated in the 
conference, which concluded its 
works recently. 

President of the Jordanian De- 
ntists Association Irfan Sultan, 
wfio led the association’s delega- 
tion, said the three-day confer- 
ence cfiscussed several working 
papers dealing with various de- 
ntal specialisations. 

He said an exhibition of dental 
medicines and equipment was 
held on the sidelines of the con- 
ference. Several Jordanian and 
Iraqi medical companies took 
part in the exhibition, he added. 

The confemce, Dr. Sultan said, 
was held to enhance cooperation 


between the two Arab peoples in 
Jordan and Iraq, “particularly at 
a time when the economic embar- 
go imposed on the Iraqi people' 
still prevails," he said. 

It was also held to promote and 
bolster professional, social and 
scientific relations between de- 
ntists in Jordan, Iraq and other 
Arab countries, he added. 

Dr. Sultan said the participants 
had the chance to be familiarised 
with the situation in Iraq and the 
effect of the Gulf war on the 
various scientific institutions. 

According to Dr. Saltan, parti- 
cipants issued in the final session 
of the conference a statement in 
which they condemned the eco- 
nomic embargo on Iraq and cal- 
led for ending it, particularly with 
regard to medical supplies and 
foodstuff. The embargo was im- 
posed cm Iraq by the U.N. Secur- 
ity Council following its occupa- 
tion of Kuwait in August 1990. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


The following listings are compiled foam monthly toBetms and 
the daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify the listed 
time and place with the concerned institutions. 


Am eric a n 


☆ Fetfart &m entitled “Inherit The Wind” at the 
Centre — - 7 p.m. 



BOOK EXHIBITION — A 
two- week exhibition of sdea- 
tffic mid technical books orga- 
nised by the Jordan Book Cen- 
tre was opened at the Universi- 
ty of Jordan Saturday by Uni- 
versity President Fawzi Ghar- 


albeh. The o r ga nis e rs said that 
students vffl have a 29 to 60 per 
cent di sco un t on books bought 
during the exhibition. The 
books and references are in 
Arabic and several foreign lan- 


Welcome to Cyprus 


The Director-General of Cyprns 
Tourism, Mrs. Ptaryne Michael, 
answering a question posed by a 
leading Arab journalist said: "I 
would like to assure our friends in 
the Arab World that for ns tour- 
ism is not merely numbers. Our 
ambition is to offer to every 
tourist who comes to Cyprus all 
facilities so that be can enjoy his 
holidays to the maximum possible 
degree and thus leave our isfaud a 
happier and more relaxed human 
being. 

Today Cyprus is still, a sp eci al 
place; despite its small size it 
offers a unique variety of senary , 


from golden sandy beaches to 
green pine-clad forests rich in 
rare species of plants which reach 
altitudes of more than 6,000 feet. 

Cyprus has got excellent hotels 
and first class, hold apartments 
and tiie standard of service is of 
the highest level. AH of otar hotels 
ami hotel apartments are very 
well furnished and very well 
equipped. All of them provide 
excellent international com- 
munication fa aKti e s. 

The food in the hotels and 
restaurants is delicious and the 
Cyprns cuisine is renowned for its 
high standard and good taste.* 1 


EC delegation, officials discuss 
ways of Increasing cooperation 


AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty 
King Hussein received at the 
Royal Court Saturday a vising 
team representing the Socialist 
group at the European Parlia- 
ment led by Claude Cheysson and 
discussed Middle East develop- 
ments and the peace process. 

The team was briefed by the 
Kong on Jordan's stand with re- 
gard to the peace process. 

Mr. Cheysson briefed the King 
on the European Community's 
(EC) role in the upcoming multi- 
lateral talks. Mr. Cheysson said 
that Europe wants to increase its 
cooperation with the countries of 
the Middle East region. 

Later, Euro- Arab cooperation 
in economic and trade fields and 
the role of the EC were discussed 
at meetings by the EC team with 
Prime Minister Sharif Zeid Ben 
Shaker and Foreign Minister 
Kamel Abu Jaber. 

The team discussed with the 
prime minister ways to promote 
scopes of cooperation between 
the Arabs and Europe in general 
and Jordan and the EC in particu- 
lar. 

Mr. Cheysson and the accom- 
panying delegation were also re- 
ceived by Hts Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan. The meeting re- 
viewed the peace process in the 
Middle East. Prince Hassan stres- 
sed the importance of the Euro- 
pean role in the peace process 
and the multilateral tallr« that will 
follow. 

At a meeting with Dr. Abu 
Jaber, Mr. Cheysson voiced the 
EC’s appreciation of Jordan’s ac- 
tive role in the Middle East, 
noting in particular that Jordan 
has been shouldering a major 
responsibility in dealing with the 
region’s affairs. 

Mr. Cheysson stressed die im- 
portance of continued EC- Arab 
cooperation in matters of mutual 
interest. 

Dr. Aba Jaber exchanged with 
the EC Parliamentary team ideas 
about the peace process. He said 
that Jordan was attaching great 
importance to the EC role in 
promoting Euro-Arab relations 
and stressed the importance of 
enhancing mutual economic 
cooperation which can contribute 
to the establishment of a lasting 
peace in the region. 

. The- -foreign minister said Jor- 
dan was hoping that the EC' 



Claude Cheysson, who b heading a European 
Parliament delegation on a visit to Jordan, 
Saturday wown m ic c o op e r ation and the 


peace process with Prime Mini st e r Sharif Zrid 
Ben Shaker (Petra photo) 


would play active role in the 
upcoming multilateral talks in 
the peace process. 

In a meeting with Finance 
Minister Basel Jardaneh, the EC 
team discussed Jordan’s econo- 
mic situation and the difficulties 
facing the Jordanian economy. 
They also discussed measures to 
overcome the consequences of 
the Golf crisis, Petra said. 

The agency said that the two 
sides discussed the extra burdens 
on the country’s economy caused 
by the forced return of hundreds 
of thousands of Jordanians who 
used to work in Kuwait and other 
Gulf states. EC assistance to the 
Kingdom to enable the country to 
cope with the situation and to 
achieve economic growth was 
also discussed. 

The French ambassador and 
file EC delegate to Jordan were 
present at the meeting. 

Mr. Cheysson and his delega- 
tion later met separately with die 
speakers of the Upper and Lower 
Houses of Parliament Ahmad A1 
Lawzi and Abdul Latif Arabiyat. 

• Mr. Lawzi said that the team's 
: visit 'comrides' with' fife- serious 
■ developments in tife regkm-; add . 
urged the Europe&h Parfiairient 


to contribute to the peace process 
and ensure die implementation of 
U.N. Security Council resolu- 
tions on the Arab-lsraeh conflict. 

Dr. Arabiyat welcomed the 
team and briefed them on the 
Middle East situation stressing 
the importance of Europe’s role 
in the peace making process. 

In a press conference Saturday 
evening at the Marriott Hotel, 
Mr. Cheysson urged Israel to 
realise that it cannot be economi- 
cally viable as long as it is in a 
state or war with surrounding 
Arab countries. 

"Israel cannot have economic 
success on its own and that goes 
for everyone, even the Palesti- 
nians,” he said. 

An economic union will be 
needed in die region to effective- 
ly deal on die world market, be 
added. 

Citing an example from World 
War n, Mr. Cheysson said that 
during the occupation of his 
country by German forces, the 
French suffered greatly. Yet, at 
die end of the war, the United 
States urged European, countries 
’ to' Work together to rehabilitate 
.tfcefr economic;.;' V 

‘The, Europeans tookogp this 


Cold fronts to bring more rain 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A depress- 
ion with several cold fronts will 
continue to affect Jordan today 
and tomorrow bringing in 
more rain with high winds, 
particularly in the north and 
central parts of the Kingdom, 
according to the Department 
of Meteorology. 

A department official told 
the Jordan Times that the de- 
pression, centered over Cyp- 
rus, Saturday evening was 
affecting the whole eastern 
Mediterranean region. It is 
accompanied by several cold 
fronts which will bring in more 
rain. The current weather con- 
ditions, he said, are expected 
to continue through Monday. 

According to the depart- 
ment, the cold fronts brought 
about a noticeable drop in 
temperature, which Sunday 
can reach no more than 10 
Celsius, dropping 5 Celsius at 
night. 

The rains are a blessing for 


Jordan’s agriculture, according 
to an official at the Water 
Authority. 

Sources in the agriculture 
sector said that the most ideal 
time for sowing grain is around 
the middle of November, but 
that any rain during die same 
month and December is most 
useful for cereals. They said 
farmers can go on sowing seeds 
until file end of the coming 
month. 


excerdse. What resulted was eco- 
nomic success,” he said. “Who 
gained the most? We do not 
know, but their (Germany’s) suc- 
cess is part of ours and vice versa. 

“The more difficult the issues, 
the more important it is to inte- 
grate. This will give chances for 
development," be said. 

Mr. Cheysson said that before 
die EC could take an active role 
in promoting the peace process 
and economic integration in die 
region, the Arab countries in the 
area would have to ask the EC for 
help. 

Roger Martin, a representative 
from Britain, said that there was 
no defined role for file EC. "But 
we congratulate America oq us- 
ing its power in forcing together 
the talks,'* he said. 

Mr. Martin, however, ex- 
plained that the EC should not 
wait for otheis to set an agenda. 
It should take the initiative and 
hope that people will respond. 

"Decisions need to be made at 
different levels, that is the lesson 
that we bring to the talks,**, he 
said. “We are parliamentarians 
sand we do not have a vested 
-interest, we come as honest brok- 
rieis;" 
ds- 


German delegation arrives for 
talks on economic cooperation 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A five- 
member German economic de- 
legation led by Winfred Fochs 
arrived in Amman Saturday 
evening for a three-day visit and 
discussions on JordammiGennan 
economic cooperation. Mr. 
Fochs, who is head of the Middle 
East and North Africa Desk at 


the German Ministry for Econo- 
mic Cooperation, and his team 
wiO hold talks with Minister of 
Planning Ziyad Fariz and other 
Jordanian officials over bilateral 
cooperation in the coming .two 
years. The talks will cover Ger- 
man economic assistance to Jor- 
dan. 


Workshop 
to discuss 
pastoral 
co mmunit ies 

AMMAN (J.T.) — A workshop 
mi “Pastoral riwnnfimitiwi in the 
Near East: Traditional Systems in 
Evolution,” will open at the Phi- 
ladelphia Hotel In Amman today 
with the participation of eight 
countries, indnding Jordan. 

The participants, all from Arab 
countries and Turkey, will bold 
the meetings until December 5, 
during wind] they will make field 
trips to the Karak Governorate to 
riismwsc pastoral c o n nn nniri«»g and 
development projects. 

The event is jointly organised 
by die U.N. Food aid Agricul- 
ture Organisation (FAO) in 
cooperation with the regional 
Centre for Agrarian Reform and 
Rural Development in the Near 
East located in Amman. The 
organisers said that the delegates 
will in change views and hold 
technical discussions on major 
issues of concern for fiw develop- 
ment of pastoral populations in 
die Near East region. They will 


trends as well as make recom- 
mendations on policies and prog- 
rammes that would reflect the 
populations’ own aspirations. 

The working papers will deal 
with pastoralism in Jordan and 
pastoral development in the par- 
ticipating countries, according to 


• » 



CYPRUS 

THE ISLAND OF 
NATURAL BEAUTY 



MAKE YOUR HOLIDAY THIS YEAR 
TOO, IN CYPRUS 

Cyprus is a marvelous island whose 
people are distinguished by friendli- 
ness and hospitality.' It attracts touri- 
sts from various parts of the world 
and is nearer to you than Europe by 
approx, two thirds of the distance, 
with direct air flights. Cyprus abounds 
in flowers and trees, mountains and 
beaches. 

Varied and exquisite foods, de luxe 
hotels & apartments & shopping cen- 
tres.. all at reasonable prices await 
you. Welcome. 

For information, please contact your 
3 nearest travel agent or write directly to: 


Cyprus leurtep Organtoaticq 



CYPRUS AIRWAYS P.O.BOX: 4535- 
Fax: 357 - 2 - 366744 
TbC: 2165 CYTOUR - CY, NICOSIA - CYPRUS 
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New thresholds 

IN RECENT press i n t er views and other statements. His 
Majesty King Hussein expressed hope and indicated prog- 
ress towards an early mend in current inter-Arab relations 
and improved dimate for better cooperation and coordma- 
don. In this context, Jordan is pinning real hopes on the 
restoration of fraternal relations with Saudi Arabia as a 
matter Of p riority. The first occasion for an Arab meeting on 
a high level is the Islamic conference scheduled to be 
convened hi Dakar on Dec. 9. 

These developments are not only most welcome but also 
most helpful to the ongoing peace process projected to enter 
its critical second stage in ‘Washington on Dec. 4. What 
better boost to the Arab bar gaining position in their quest 
for an equitable and durable peace in the region than to 
have the brotherly Arab relations restored to their tradition- 
al level? As a matter of feet the Islamic forum may indeed 
serve as a launching pad for expanded Arab relations with a 
view to reaching new heights. Injecting such p o sitive 
elements in Arab relations would sorely leave their impact 
on the present search for a just and permanent settlement of 
the Arab-Israelf conflict, especially the Palestinian dimen- 
sion. Urns the Arab World is likely to be once again on the 
threshold of a new and bright era that will angnr well for the 
Arabs everywhere and to their causes. Needless to say, the 
Arab World became so demoralised in the wake of the Gulf 
war and in the process lost much of its statnre and power in 
the international arena. The beginning of the end of that 
dismal chapter in the c ontem porary Arab history stands to 
regam for the Arabs everywhere moefa of wiiat they had lost 
in the last year. 

The Kmg’s i nte r v iew with the Middle East Broadcasting 
Corpor a tion also made very in ter e stin g revelations with 
regard to the domestic scene in the Kingdom. After 
translating the principles enshr i ned in the National Charter 
into deeds and actions, the Monarch said, the stage win be 
set for new elections either on thefr prescribed date or on an 
earlier date if the circumstances warrant fee bolding .of 
early national elections. His Majesty was e mph a t i c in 
saying, however, feat fee people wffl be fee final arbiters of 
such solemn decisions. Granted much time would be needed 
to translate fee pact into reaHfy bat there is every reason to 

tfainfc in holding par liamenta ry rfwtinwfOB 

its edifice as soon as Its components acquire fee status of law 
in the country. The formation of new political parties to 
serve as the foundation of pluralistic democracy would 
sorely cafl for new elections. Everyone in Jordan, faidndnig 
presort parliamentarians, concede that the 1989 elections 
were lacking hi more sense than one. Suffice to recall that 
there were no political parties on fee basis of which the 
electorates conid have made intefligeat choices and cast their 
ballots accordingly. 

As today marks the opening of fee third session of 
Parfiament wife the King defivering the speech from the 
Throne oatlining the future coarse of the country on the 
domestic as well as the external fronts, the eyes of all 
Jordanians wffl be focused on the speech to discern any new 
signals on the home front. Most of ad the attention wiD be 
directed to bow fee government will envisage patting the 
National Charter into practice and the time framework that 
friD govern this endeavour. Mncfa time has already been lost 
in this regard and most probably Partiament wfll be called 
upon to act expeditiously for this purpose. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


AL RA’I Arabic daily said Saturday that the speed) from the 
Throne, which will be delivered Sunday to Parliament upon fee 
start of its new session, is expected to be based on fee King’s letter 
to the government upon its formation. The speech from fee 
Throne Is also expected to reaffirm fee basic principles contained 
in the letter which urged the new government to initiate a new era 
of fruitful cooperation with the legislative authority in order to 
deal wife fee chronic problems in the country, the paper said. It 
said that the Jordanians look wife hope towards such fruitful 
cooperation because it will no doubt benefit them and fee 
country's economy of the present and the future. The Jordanians 
stand united behind their leadership and are hopeful that 
cooperation between fee executive and legislative authorities wfll 
be practised in word and deed. The Cabinet members and the 
members of Parliament are personalities chosen for their task 
because they are capable of shouldering their responsibility and 
are determined to continue the proces s of democratisatkm in all 
its aspects, the paper said. It said that die Jordanian citizens hope 
that the excesses on the part of either party, which marred fee 
democratic process, would not be repeated and feat fee two 
a u t horiti es' attention would be focused on matters designed to 
safeguard national i n t e rests. 

A columnist in A! RaT Arabic daily called on Arab countries now 
negotiating wife Israel to enlist their assistance of experts Hke Dr. 
Farouk A1 Baz, the director fb the U.S. space centre in Boston. 
Safarii Abdul Sajrad said that Dr. A1 Baz would be of vital benefit 
for fee Arabs in their discussion about fee water resources of their 
region since he is an expert on remote sensing techniques 
employed for fee discovery of natural resources and underground 
water. The writer noted with delight the ideas Dr. Al Baz 
imparted to the students of the Baccalaureate School in Amman 
two days ago, and said Jordanian universities would do well to 
invite this scientist to deliver lectures for the benefit of the 
students and the nation at large. The writer said Israel has its 
scientists helping its leaders in their upcoming negotiations wife 
fee Arabs over fee water resources and their distribution under a 
peace agreement It is time, be said, that the Arabs enlist then- 
own scientists and experts to help them achieve advantages in the 
coming Arab-Xsraeli talks and assist in the economic develop ment 
of the Arab World. 


Sunday’s Economic Pulse By Fahd M Fanek 

Why an economic adjustment programme 


OBJECTIONS to fee economic adjustment programme spon- 
sored by the International Monetary Fund (IMF) are many. 
Those who object loudly or dismiss fee programme out of hand 
stand to gain politically in the street simply by showing themselves 
as anti-IMF, and anti-Worid Bank. But these objections do not 
serve die best interest of the country, if this interest is of real 
concern to those who object. 

It is feat the adjustment programme represents an 

unacceptable interference in the internal affairs of a sovereign 
country. This is not true. The IMF does not, and cannot, impose 
its services or volunteer to help. The IMF staff do not come to a 
country until they receive an urgent invitation and call to assist. 

The IMF, by fee way, is an off-sboot of the United Nations. It 
was established after World War n to operate as the central bank 
of fee central banks of fee world. One hundred fifty two countries 
contributed its paid-up capital including Jordan. 

The economic adjustment programmes are officially issued by 
fee states concerned. The IMF would evaluate the programme 
and approve it or dis ap prove it. The state concerned can of coarse 
call on the experts of fee IMF, mostly Indians and Pakistanis, to 
assist in fee preparation of the programme to save time and to 
know which targets are acceptable and which are not acceptable 


to fee management of fee IMF. Strictly speaking, fee programme 
has to be decided by fee concerned government. The IMF has no 
authority whatsoever to impose any derision that is not acceptable 
to the government. If the IMF were angered, it would withhold its 
own credit to the country concerned and refrain from asking the 
Paris and London dubs to help wife debt rescheduling and relief. 

It is also elflimeri tint the IMF makes the decisions on behalf of 
fee government, and feat it is the IMF feat derides for instance to 
raise the prices, reduce subsidies, impose a certain tax and the hke. 
This is not true. The IMF may correctly observe that there is a 
huge deficit in the central government's budget, which is neither 
good nor sustainable. It recommends feat fee deficit should be 
reduced by a certain amount or percentage every year. In this 
respect the IMF does not interfere in fee government derisions to 
achieve this agreed objective. The government remains free to 
choose the best ways and means, either by increasing revenues, or 
reducing expenditure, or a mixture of both. For example if the 
agreed target was the reduction of the budget deficit in a certain 
year by say JD 80 million, it wfll be left to the government to 
make it by imposing or increasingly consumption tax, reducing 
subsidies, increasing the proceeds of income tax, raising the prices 
of water, electricity, fuel oil, or by any combination of the above. 


Of course, it is natural and legitimate to criticise any economic 
programme. In economic, fiscal, and monetary policies there is no 
absolute right or wrong. The economic decision is a balancing or a 
tradeoff between benefits and costs. But this does not mean that 
we can ask our university professors to make the programme for 
ns. The approval of the programme by the University of Jordan or 
an y local economist and their certificamon feat the programme is, 
to fee best of their knowledge, adequate and serious and is being 
adhered to, are not acceptable in Paris Club or London Club. 
Without fee hind's official approval and pressure, the lenders — 
governments, banks and otherwise — will insist on their contrac- 
tual rights and wfll not agree to rescheduling their debts or reduce 
their interest rate or grant any relief, which is fee crux of the 
matter. 

Jordan needs an economic adjustment programme, approved 
by the IMF, because its national economy badly needs adjustment 
and because it needs the cooperation of the creditore in order to 
overcome its financial troubles. The programme is convincing 
scientifically and does not represent intervention in the economic 
policies and decisions which remain the sole responsibility of the 
government, who can suspend the programme at any time if it 
finds a better alternative course of action. 


Israel, media tycoons and the conspiracy theory 


By Mohammad I. Ayish 

WHEN American investigative 
reporter Seymour Hersh pub- 
lished his book. “The Samson 
Option" (Random House, 1991), 
Israeli nuclear secrets were not 
the only gripping revelations. Mr. 
Hersh's expose of close links be- 
tween fee late media mogul 
Robert Maxwell and the Israeli 
prime minister's office and fee 
secret service, Mossad, was 
equally astounding. Mr. Max- 
well, who died Nov. S, 1991 after 
his body was found floating nude 
off the Canary Islands, had 
beaded a $2 billion publishing 
empire of which London's "Daily 
Mirror” and the “New York Dai- 
ly News” are two outstanding 
publications. The media, magnate, 
who was buried in Jerusalem, 
also had a majority share in 
Israel’s “Maariv" newspaper and 
a $300 million investment is the 
Jewish state. 

Although Mr- Maxwell’s death 
is still shrouded in mystery, his 
reported liaisons wife the Israelis 
seem to underscore Israel’s deep 
penetration of a good number of 
media institutions which enjoy 
profound influence on public 
opinion and intellectual discourse 
in fee West in general and in fee 
United States in particular. For 
journalism academics and profes- 
sionals, the disclosure of Mr. 
Maxwell’s Israeli connections 
should offer an opportunity for 
considering many of our hypothe- 
tical assumptions regarding fee 
forces feat seem to bear on West- 
ern media reporting and por- 
trayal of the Middle East. This 
issue has been debated in scores 
of academic and professional 
meetings, research works and 
media commentaries. Yet, there 
seems to be no consensus on 
defining the mechanisms through 
which those forces impinge on 
media editorial and programm- 
ing derisions. While some have 
cited professional, cultural and 
psychological reasons for fee 
mostly lopsided Arab images and 
favourable Israeli portrayals, 
others have blamed the Arabs for 
their poor performance in Euro- 
pean and American arenas. 

The least popular school of 
thinking on fee issue has been 
associated wife the conspiracy 
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theory. Proponents of this view- 
point, though very few, assume 
deliberate media attempts to dis- 
tort Arab images and polish 
Israeli ones in fulfillment of pre- 
planned schemes of actions. In 
blunt terms, negative Arab and 
positive Israeli coverage appears 
systematically in some European 
and American media simply be- 
cause executive and editorial staff 
were either on fee Israeli payroll, 
or because they were politically 
and emotionally supportive of 
Israeli policies and actions. This 
brings us to conclude that pur- 
poseful media involvement in 
promoting Israeli interests does 
amount to what is called in social 
sciences “realpolitik.” Such 
media playing of power politics is 


often dismissed by mainstream 
academics and journalists in the 
West as contravening the basic 
tenets of journalism as an inde- 
pendent and objective “Fourth 
Estate.” It has been argued feat 
media operating in a democratic 
setting usually share an adverse- 
rial rather than a collaborative 
relationship wife governments). 

Conspiracy thinking does not 
enjoy widespread appeal among 
social science scholars and jour- 
nalism practitioners simply be- 
cause it seems to defy the basic 
logic of scientific investigations 
which draw on first-hand 
observations of reality. Data on 
the intricate relationships be- 
tween some Western media, on 
fee one band, and Israel and its 


apologists on the other hand, are 
not always within the reach of 
researchers and investigative re- 
porters. And it would take a 
once-in-a time leakage by a dis- 
gruntled informer to make the 
revelation. 

When Alfred Lilienfeal, the 
American Jewish scholar mostly 
known for his anti-zionist convic- 
tions, published his book “The 
Zionist Connection” some 15 
years ago, reaction among 
academic and professional com- 
munities was characterised by low 
enthusiasm and perhaps sheer 
apathy. It was argued feat fee 
book thrives on conspiratorial 
premises of analysis, and seems 
to ignore the processes through 
which political and sentimental 


tendencies of media staff trickle 
down to communication mes- 
sages which appear in the form of 
broadcast programmes and print 
am tent. Si milar works by such 
towering intellectual figures tike 
Naom Chomsky and Edward Said 
and by former U.S. Senate Paul 
Findley have been given lip ser- 
vice among Western academics 
and professional journalists in fee 
West, something that stood in 
sharp contrast wife fee extensive 
fanfare these works received in 
the Arab World. 

Obsessed with building 
theories in relationships among 
phenomena sharing certain de- 
nominators, we in fee scholarly 
co mmuni ty have exhibited an un- 
necessarily extraordinary sensi- 
tivity and loathe to even raising 
fee question of conspiracy in 
media analysis. Alternative 
methods of investigating external 
influences (commercial interests, 
political groups, national and 
foreign governments... etc) have 
been approached within what so- 
cial scientists call “media sociolo- 
gy,” the study of how different 
factors impinge on media content 
and cause it to appear as it does. 
The farthest frontier reached by 
researchers trained in the tradi- 
tion of quantitative investiga- 
tions, was to probe info correla- 
tions rather than causal rela- 
tionships between hypothesised 
influences and patterns of media 
content. When those correlations 
happen to be highly positive, we 
tend to affirm the notion that 
even such highly-positive correla- 
tions should in no way imply that 
presumed influences have direct 
bearing on media output. 

The writer of this article in no 
way condones conspiratorial 
flunking when addressing West- 
ern media reporting; of fee Mid- 
dle East. The overwhelming 
majority of Western journalists 
are to be commended for their 
firm commitment to the highest 
standards of the profession. Such 
commitment was nowhere more 
manifest than in the reporting of 
fee three-day Madrid Mideast 
peace conference. Yet, the Israeli 
penetration of Western media in- 
stitutions, as suggested by the 
Maxwell case, cannot be over- 
looked. 

While mere Jewish ownership 


of media institutions may not 
necessarily be indicative of pro- 
Israeli stands, there have been 
examples of systematic negative 
Arab coverage by Western media 
operating under the editorships 
of Israeli apologists and sym- 
pathisers. The fact that those 
media persist on projecting 
favourable Israeli images may be 
explained by social scientists as 
reflecting long-institutionalised 
policy lines of those in charge, 
which appears to be different 
from saying that conspiratorial 
thinking was at work. The issue 
may eventually boil down to a 
semantic problem or to a problem 
of intentions — did the editorial 
staff merely express their profes- 
sional, political and cultural con- 
victions when dealing with in- 
formation from the Middle East, 
or was deliberate “actual malice'' 
involved? This perhaps is a diffi- 
cult question to answer. 

It is true feat conspiratorial 
thinking, when blindly used, will 
prove to be dangerous and use- 
less. Sod) thinking is bound to 
increase mistrust between us and 
Western journalists who are nev- 
er ready to accommodate the 
notion of being less than indepen- 
dent, objective and adverseriai. It 
is also true that such thinking 
does obfuscate a healthy, objec- 
tive and rational method of arriv- 
ing at facts by both social science 
researchers and investigative 
journalists. Yet, it should be kept 
in mind that it would be more 
dangerous and less objective to 
underestimate fee thinking of 
people like Chomsky, Said, 
Lilienfeal and Findley, who pro- 
vided detailed, though selective, 
accounts of how pro-Israeli 
groups and media apologists in- 
fluence coverage of Arab and 
Israeli issues and events in the 
U.S. media. These men were not 
explicitly referring to a conspir- 
atorial role as “such,” and 
Seymour Hersh’s recent revela- 
tion about the Maxwell affair 
seems in its basic configuration to 
suggest what they have long 
preached. 

Mohammad I. Ayish is an associ- 
ate professor at the Department 
of Journalism and Mass Com- 
munication, Yarmouk Uni- 
versity. 


In alien custody — an exile’s return to Palestine 


By Ghada Kanni 

I HAVE returned from a person- 
al journey to the land of my birth, 
Palestine. In fee 43 years since 
my family’s flight from war-torn 
Jerusalem in 1948, I had never 
returned. Going there after four 
decades on psychological avoi- 
dance was therefore both a chal- 
lenge and a threat. Many “di- 
aspora” Palestinians like myself 
dread to see the homeland they 
once knew in alien custody, and 
stay away, preferring to keep 
their memories unsullied. As it 
turned out, my visit was further 
overshadowed by apprehensions 
and ambivalence about Palesti- 
nian participation in the Middle 
East peace conference in Madrid. 

It is undeniable feat, despite 
the painful evidence of history 
and experience, for many Palesti- 
nians the Madrid conference 
seemed to bold out a magical 
hope of an end to the conflict. 
Bat, for me, travelling round 
Israel, there was a tragic — 
almost obscene — dissonance be- 
tween the illusory expectations 
raised by the conference and the 
grim reality of the situation for 
Palestinians under Israeli rale. 
What I saw daring my visit was so 
disturbing that it makes the spe- 
culation about the achievement 
and outcome of the Madrid con- 
ference seem irrelevant. Of 
course, I was not ignorant of the 
situation in Israel before I went 
— few Palestinians in exile are. 
Bnt I was unprepared for fee 
concrete reality of Israel’s take- 
over of what bad been an Arab 
land only 43 years ago. 


An underclass 

Driving, for the first time, 
along fee highway from Tel Aviv 
to Jerusalem, I saw little to re- 
mind me of fee Palestinians, once 
fee majority and now reduced to 
a minority in their own country, 
who still live there wife the new 
Jewish population. Most place 
names on Israel’s roads, for inst- 
ance, are in Hebrew and English, 
even though it is Arabic which is, 
theoretically, the second official 
language of the state. Where 
Arabic names do appear, usually 
around towns wife Palestinian 
populations, the script is small 
and insignificant. Most bizarre of 
all, in Gaza — with a Palestinian 
population of over 700,000 — 
signposts on the main roads ex- 
clude Arabic altogether. 

This obliteration of a linguistic 
reality has had psycological 
effects as well. A small incident at 
a restaurant int be Arab village of 
Abu Ghosh on the road to Jeru- 
salem illustrates this. Abu Ghosh 
m ana ge d to survive the physical 
obliteration of Palestinian vil- 
lages carried out by the Israelis in 
the 1950s, although it is now 
bisected by the mam road, its 
community artificially divided. 
We stopped there because I was 
eager to make my first contact 
with “Israeli” Palestinians. 
Naively, I expected to be uncriti- 
cally welcomed and accepted as 
one of them, as if time had stood 
still for both of ns since 1948. 
•Instead, fee waiters were wary 
and nervous, uncertain as to who 
I was and unwilling to find out. 

Later, in a Palestinian res- 


taurant in Jaffa, I experienced a 
much more accentuated form of 
tins reaction. There, the waiter 
avoided speaking Arabic 
altogether and preferred to deal 
wife my Israeli companions in- 
stead, whom he treated wife the 
deference of a servant towards bis 
masters. I was painfully aware 
that Palestinians in Israel have 
become an underclass, mainly 
confined to menial jobs and 
caught in an intricate web of 
racist practices and attitudes 
which the majority of Israelis 
accept uncritically as a natural 
part of everyday life. Those 
Israelis I mentioned this to were 
genuinely distressed and insulted 
by fee imputation of racism. 

The most immediate impress- 
ion, however, was of the physical 
changes to the landscape. The 
approach to Jerusalem was parti- 
cularly instructive. In my mem- 
ory, the hills around it used to be 
beautiful, sandy green sentinels 
shadowing the city itself. But now 
each hilltop is covered wife un- 
sightly settlements; crowded mass 
bousing which crawls down the 
hillsides like a concrete fungal 
growth. Indeed, all settlements in 
Israel and in fee occupied terri- 
tories are built on the tops of 
bflfe, as if to proclaim In stone 
their intention to dominate. Up- 
per Nazareth started as a settle- 
ment built on the hilh above the 
Arab town. With generous sup- 
port from fee government (Israeli 
municipalities receive two thirds 
more funding than do Arab 
ones), it expanded rapidly and its 
sprawling mass now threatens to 
literally choke the town below. 


Annexation gathers pace 

Jewish settlements are going up 
virtually overnight in the occu- 
pied territories and are being 
integrated into a masterplan de- 
signed to control the whole re- 
gion. North of Jerusalem, for 
example, a grid-shaped network 
of roads is being carved out of 
Palestinian land to connect the 
settlements to each other and to 
Jerusalem. The grid network wfll 
fragment and isolate Palestinian 
villages and farms, and thereby 
supplement the effects of land 
dispossession. To date, 63 per 
cent of land in the occupied West 
Bank and 40 per cent in Gaza 
have been appropriated by Israel. 
Even more seriously, 80 per cent 
of West Bank water has been 
diverted for Israeli use. As the 
talks about peace take their 
leisurely course, the annexation 
— no longer creeping — of 
Palestinian land and resources 
proceeds apace. The effect of that 
on people’s lives is devastating. 

When I visited what is left of 
my family in the West Bank town 
of Tulkarm, I found them waging 
a daily and struggle 

against the Israeli occupation 
which may soon overwhelm 
them. A combination of heavy 
taxation and loss of land, as well 
as army brutality — while I was 
there, some dozen unarmed 
youths were set upon by soldiers 
and beaten senseless as we 
looked on helplessly — may soon 
drive them and others like them 
away. And this is of course 
Israel’s not-so-hidden agenda: to 
make life so intolerable for 
Palestinians that they will “trans- 


fer” themselves voluntarily, and 
leave fee land for “Greater 
Israel.” 

In some places that has already 
occurred, in effect. I tried to find 
the house in which I was bom and 
where I grew up is West Jeru- 
salem. It proved to be a daunting 
task. So much had been changed 
in our neighbourhood since it was 
appropriated in 1948 feat It took 
me three anguished journeys to 
locate fee (dace where our house 
had been. And, in the end, I 
discovered that it had been de- 
molished and replaced, incred- 
ibly, by a synagogue. I found this 
depressing enough, but more was 
in store. The Judaisation of Jeru- 
salem is an accelerating reality, 
nowhere more outrageously so 
than in the Old City. Before 
seeing It, I had felt feat fee Old 
City would surely be fee last, 
unassailable bastion of Arabness. 
But 1 was wrong. Few here, even 
in the Muslim Quarter, in the 
heart of the narrow streets which 
lead to the holy Islamic shrines of 
Al Aqsa Mosque and the Dome 
of the Rock on fee Haram Al 
Sharif, a huge menorach atop an 
old Arab house guarded by 
Israeli soldiers announces that 
die Israelis have arrived here too. 
This is fee house bought by the 
Israeli housing minister, Ariel 
Sharon, triad) he rarely uses bat 
keeps as a symbol of the Israeli 
presence in the Old City. I disco- 
vered that other Arab houses in 
the vicinity are also being ac- 
quired, helter-skelter, for Israeli 
use. If this process co ntinu es, . 
fee Palestinians of East Jeru- 
salem will, one day, face the same 


fate as mine. 

A country only for Jews 

The overwhelming message 
feat I and every visitor is meant 
to carry away from Israel was 
eventually made crystal-clear to 
me: this is a country only for 
Jews. There is no room for any- 
one else. Every day, this message 
is being translated into reality, by 
settlement building, by land ex- 
propriation and by the depriva- 
tion of rights aimed to make 
Palestinian lives there intoler- 
able. 

How, then, is one to reconcile 
the grim reality of this situation 
with the arcane manoeuverings of ■ 
the current U.S. -sponsored peace 
process? Without an immediate 
halt to Israel’s colonisation of the 
occupied territories and a com- 
plete end to its military occnpa- 
tion, any Palestinian settlement 
the peace process achieves will be 
meaningless. And in the long 
term, the issue of Israel’s racism 
towards the Arabs both made 
and outside its borders will lave 
to be addressed. So long as Is rael 
maintains its masten oe on the 
exclusive chum of world Jewry to - 
Arab land and resources, it will 
continue to be an uncomfortable 
and potentially dangerous neigh* ' 
boor, even w ithin agreed bo r- : 
ders. And yet, on all these crucial 
issues, the U.S. is. r eso un dingly . 
sOent. 

Dr. Kanni is a Research Assod- . 
ate at fee Gentre for Near and 
Middle Eastern Studies, School 
of Oriental and. African Studies, ■ 
London. 
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Information campaign needed 
to stem AIDS spread 


By Waked Sadi 


nfe^ON the occasion of World 
law f AIDS Day that falls today, the 
isbJjV Jordanian Ministry of Health 
loj' xevealed, a few days ago, that 
den jtie total number of AIDS 
'' cases in the country has risen 
to 66, of which 59 are Jorda- 
ijf^l mans. 

On the surface, these statis- 
tics may suggest that the 
spread of the fflV virus in die 
Kingdom is not yet serious 
enough to call for concern and 
i worry. Some Jordanians may 
I also read into such figures as a 
ijj-^jgjga to relax their vigilance 
*({ against further spread of the 
! disease. Even concerned gov- 
enunental authorities treat the 


»4r 


highly infectious disease as so 
much under control that it 
needs little more attention 
than what is already being 
done to protect die people 
from it. Yet, in view of the met 
that die AIDS virus is s till 
spreading worldwide, with ab- 
out 9 million men, women and 
children already infected by it 
and their lives and the lives of 
their loved ones devastated by 
it, it would be indeed more 
prudent not to lower the coun- 
try’s guards even though the 
problem appears checked for 
the time being. 

Being a touristic country 
with anticipated rise in tourism 
— especially if there wQI be a 
settlement of the Arab-Israeh 
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§outh Koreans 
put champagne 

hack on ice 


in 


a sic- 


By Lim Ytm-Sak 

Reuter 

'SEOUL — Criticised for popping 
riocaCipen the champagne too quickly, 
d (CSonth Koreans are now being 
d^nchorted to cork it up. at least for 
.p^jow, and return to work. 

T^J For some time. South Koreans 
^ /Turned a deaf ear to warnings that 
2pi Vthey were celebrating their cotm- 
.gj?Ws stunning economic success 
soon with a non-stop shop- 
and spending since. 

“Rather prematurely, our fel- 
jTVlow countrymen tried to rest on 
?the meagre laurels they had 
°^(uned by hard work in a short 
I. 5 ®span of tune, telescoping the gra- 
dual growth of advanced na- 
ran^tions,” the English-language 
usidrKorea Herald said. 

'Mt “In the meantime complacen- 
bo^ty, laxity, sloth and extravagance 
^asjuve crept in to subvert the 
o ^foundation of the economy, com- 
-billed with reverses in die exter- 
r.-xytal economic arena,” ii added in 
recent editorial. 

But no more. South Koreans 
hv , witnessing a government- 

j -^sponsored nationwide campaig n 
V) r tinder a theme of “work more - 
17.- and spend less.” 

‘idH’ ^ Sooth Korean employee is 
7^ bow urged to work 30 minutes 
it 7^nore a day and save 10 per cent 
; J 'of his or her income. 

South Koreans toiled 51.1 
K \. Hours a week in 1988 and 463 in 
frthe first quarter of 1991, corn- 
soared with a 40*hour week in the 
•^United States and a legal work 
: flpek of 46 boms in Japan. 

: ' This month, about 500 business 
nc a labour representatives staged 
b*®*! rally to inaugurate a “five 
3 ^nore” campaign. 

- Organised by South Korea’s 
7.! ffpive major business associations, 
Acii called on South Koreans to be 
stric-nore hard working, more thrifty, 
fctnd save, produce and export 
nore. 

South Korea's trade deficit for 
;iT^he first to 10 months of this year 
wssCdt a record high of $10.06 biffiem 
Ua frrom 3.89 billion a year earlier. 

I- However, many wonder how 
ong the campaign will last and 

— tow effective it will be. 

“It’s a good idea. But before 
piling us workers to save more 
nd work harder, let the rich ones 
nd the government start first,” a 


taxi driver said: 

The feeling is shared by many 
other South Koreans who com- 
plain that it’s not they who are 
the problem, but die newly 
prosperous. 

A strong egalitarian streak runs 
deep within the Korean charac- 
ter. Coupled with a perception 
that the country’s new wealth has 
not been equally shared it has 
fuelled popular support for the 
current campaigns. 

“They (the haves) are the ones 
op the spending spree. They are 
the ones who can afford to,” a 
businessman in his early 30s said. 
“They are the ones who most be 
stopped.” 

South Korea's trade partners, 
particularly die United States and 
the European Community, are 
also sceptical and some Seoul- 
based diplomats question 
whether tins year's austerity cam- 
paign is merely last year’s anti- 
import drive recycled. 

On a recent visit to Seoul, U.S. 
trade representative Carla Hills 
warned Korea in a speech: “We 
are watching closely to ensure 
that U.S. exports axe not serverly 
affected. The current frugality 
campaign can be a euphemism for 
anti-import activity.” 

Many South Koreans feel the 
their country^ economic gains 
wiD be at ride if the current 
campaign does not succeed. 

“Now is the crucial moment for 
the natio n to choose between 
another take-off to join the adv- 
anced countries and falling back 
to the status of an underde- 
veloped nation,” the Korea 
Times said. 

Minister of Trade and Indus- 
tries Lee Bong-Sub said if die 
nation was to join advanced 
countries, then it must renew its 
traditional work ethic, or fall 
back to the underdeveloped 
category. 

In a recent nationwide survey, 
84.2 per cent of South Koreans 
said they believed die economy 
was in serious trouble. 

“The government has to do 
some th ing about die economy 
now. If not then we're really in 
trouble with no way out the 
president of a construction com- 
pany said. 


conflicts — there is every 
reason to believe that the 
AIDS crisis will be compound- 
ed in the coming years. Be- 
sides, Jordanian tourism to 
foreign and exotic lands is also 
on the rise and that may also 
mean more and more possible 
contacts with the disease. 

If these two projections are 
taken in conjuction with die 
fact that the treatment of the 
disease is still nowhere in sight , 
one should conclude that the 
stage is set for the proliferation 
of the cases of AIDS in this 
country as well. 

True, the Ministry of Health 
appears to be on top of things 
for the time being and in coop- 
eration with the Ministry of 
Education and the National 
Committee to Combat AIDS is 
taking several precautionary 
measures to prevent the spread 
of the virus. Nevertheless, 
there is a great deal more that 
needs to be done. To begin 
with, the dissemination of in- 
formation about the health 
problem is still low-key and 
ineffectual. Many Jordanians 
have only heard that there is an 
•ongoing wide-scale campaign 
to educate the public about the 
issue. And this claim comes in 
stark contrast with the fact that 
neither- Jordan Television nor 
Jordanian dailies have been 
devoting any meaningful atten- 
tion to the subject. 

Maybe it is our traditional 
mores that keep our mass 
media from granting full expo- 
sure of the problem. If this is 
the case, then it is high time 


that we amend our traditions 
and perspectives to die extent 
necessary to deal with contem- 
porary problems, be they 
health related or otherwise. 

The current once-a-year 
highlightening of the AIDS 
situation in the country and 
elsewhere in the world simply 
cannot do. All Jordanian 
adults need to become fully 
versed In the nature of the 
sickness and in effective ways 
and means to avoid and fight 
it. Even the Jordanian medical 
profession is negligent in this 
endeavour. For example, at a 
time when the industrial na- 
tions of the world had become 
agitated, and rightly so, about 
the spread of AIDS from de- 
ntists or their equipment, 
Jordanians have yet to hear 
about new guidelines being 
issued to dentists on how to 
prevent and combat the dis- 
ease. In this vein, one wonders 
bow many Jordanian dentists 
have heeded the most recent 
medical revelations about the 
role of dentists and their equip- 
ment in the proliferation of the 
HIV virus. 

Jordanians have a right to 
know if their dentists are disin- 
fecting their equipment after 
each patient The same goes to 
other medical branches operat- 
ing in tire country. Meanwhile, 
the public has a human right to 
know all that is to know about 
the disease in older to serve as 
a watchdog over their physi- 
cians and dentists and at the 
same time protect themselves 
from the horrific disease. 


Palestinians want to believe 
they will get self-rule, but. . . 


By Robert Mahoney 
Reuter 

GAZA — During the Middle 
East peace conference some 
Palestinians in the Israeli-occu- 
pied Gaza Strip pushed olive 
branches through the window of 
an army jeep while others stoned 
it. 

The battle between Palesti- 
nians over US.. -led peace efforts 
is still raging one month later as 
Arabs and Israelis prepare for the 
second stage of the conference in 
Washington in December. 

The olive branch wavers, sup- 
porters of Yasser Arafat's Fateh 
wing of the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO), so far have 
the upper hand. 

Opponents such as Islamic fun- 
damentalists and radical Marxist 
factions of the PLO have mus- 
tered only a few thousand sup- 
porters for demonstrations hi the 
Gaza Strip. 

The historic Madrid conference 
in late October breathed new life 
into Palestinians who for the first 
time in 24 years of military 
occupation saw their leaders tre- 
ated as equals with Israelis before 
the world’s television cameras. 

“Madrid was like an injection 
for us after the Gulf war,” Arafat 
Hek>, a Gaza shopkeeper said to 
approving nods from Ins cus- 
tomers. “It soothed our nerves 
and made us feet better.” 

The euphoria after the despair 
of backing the losing side in the 
Gulf conflict is such that it fright- 
ens many Palestinian leaders and 
even some Israeli security offi- 
cials. 


They fear that inflated expecta- 
tions will lead to frustration and 
perhaps renewed violence if the 
peace process fails to deliver the 
minimum Palestinian demand — 
autonomy and an end to military 
occupation. 

Nowhere are those fears grea- 
ter than in Gaza, cradle of the 
foar-year-old intifada against 
Israeli rule, and a hotbed of 
Islamic resistance. 

“The mood in Gaza after Mad- 
rid has encouraged me but at the 
same time it has frightened me.” 
said Fraih Abu Meddin, one of 
four Gaza delegates to the peace 
conference. 

The delegates have been tour- 
ing the crumbling towns and re- 
fugee camps of the Mediterra- 
nean coastal strip explaining the 
peace process at unprecedented 
public meetings. 

During this time the army has 
turned a blind eye to Fateh- 
organised peace marches and 
political activity while continuing 
to break up other demonstra- 
tions. Fateh activists have also 
stopped stoning troops. 

“In these meetings with the 
people, yon feel that they are 
lifted by the wings of hope into 
the sky,” Mr. Meddin said. “We 
try to keep them on the earth. We 
are frightened because if we can- 
not achieve at least in one year 
something for them they will be 
frustrated. We keep telling them 
this is the first step m a journey of 
one thousand miles.” 

This fear has prompted the 
four delegates to backtrack on 
long-approved PLCi plans to form 
the first Arab council in 11 years 
to run sorely-needed municipal 


services in Gaza, a decaying dry 
of more than 250,000 people. It is 
the biggest city in the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip without such a 
council. Israel has indicated it 
would allow Saudi Arabia and the 
EC to channel fends through the 
council. 

“I am against the timing of a 
municipality hi Gaza,” Mr. Med- 
din said. ^Everybody will ask: 'Is 
this die only result from Mad- 
rid?’” That is why we are trying 
to stop it.” 

Fayez Abu Rahme, the lawyer 
nominated to form the council, 
rejects any fink between it and 
the peace process. He has vowed 
to set up die municipality but he 
has agreed to postpone it for 
several weeks. 

Fateh activists know the poli- 
tical tide could turn in favour of 
Islamic groups if the peace pro- 
cess leaves Gazans empty- 
handed. 

The outlawed Islamic resist- 
ance movement, . Hamas, and 
Islamic Jihad are hoping to make 
political capital out of that frus- 
tration. 

“During Madrid some people 
believed the peace process will 
end the occupation,” Islamist 
Mohammad A1 Zahar said. 

“Now they have started think- 
ing about the difficulties and in a 
few months they will see, as we 
say in Arabic, there is nothing 
under the dome, no results.” 

The Islamic parties, who want 
nothing less than an Islamic state 
in ail of pro-1948 Palestine, dis- 
missed their poor showing in re- 
cent Gaza Chamber of Com- 
merce elections as inevitable. 

Political activity is banned in 


fee occupied territories so elec- 
tions to professional associations 
are a useful barometer of political 
trends, the Islamic groups, which 
claim ibe support of half of the 
Gaza Strip’s 750,000 inhabitants, 
expect to fare better in elections 
for the associations of engineers, 
doctors and lawyers beginning in 
January. 

Israeli security sources believe 
Palestinian ferstration could boil 
over into renewed attacks against 
soldiers and civilians. The intifa- 
da has been virtually dormant 
since Washington's peace mission 
began in March. 

Palestinian leaders fear failure 
would plunge their long-suffering 
people into even deeper gloom 
and, of course, cost them their 
own political careers. 

“What we get out of Washing- 
ton depends on bow much press- 
ure Bush is going to put on 
Shamir,” said academic Saud 
Hasouna, reflecting the widely- 
held Palestinian view that only 
U.S. arm-twisting of Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Shamir will 
bring them self-rule. 

“We have to temper our optim- 
ism with realism. Nobody in the 
PLO was against the olive bran- 
ches as a symbol of peace... but 
those who threw them at soldiers 
displayed an emotional and 
ignorant reaction,”. Mr. Hasouna 
said. “They represent no one." 

The old shopkeepers was kin- 
der: “We needed some hope, 
something to cheer about... We 
know Israel does not intend to 
make peace. Those men who sent 
to Madrid wanted to show the 
world we exist, that’s all. We had 
nothing to lose.'' 
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PACK MG, AR FREIGHT 
FORWARDING, DOOR-to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES .CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE . TICKETS 
AND, RESERVATIONS. 


AMIN KAWAR&SONS 



4 Rent &■ Safe 

* Many villas and apartments! 
are available for rent andj 
sale - furnished or unfur-| 
nished. 

[• Also many lots of land arej 
available for sale. 

For further details, pfeasel 
call 
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The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
In Jordan 

1st Circle, Jabai Amman, near 
AhUyyah Girts School 

mvlsa 


Open daily 12*0-3:30 
p.m. 

7&§ — Midnight 

TeL 638968 


' KeStaurant 




' CHEN'S N 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers’ Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbequefor 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and laste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

< 6:30- Midnight y 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Qualify in 
1 Hour Service 
Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 


JUMBO photo 

30% torp or 


13 x IB cm 

Shxnrisani - Opp. Grindhys 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 


te<2x2x£>1 


MANDARIN RESrATOMI 

Special Chinese Foods 
Stifled Chinese Chefs 

|Opca 1L3QJ3 0 A &0Q.U-3D d=rifr| 


Take a— a y b 

Wadi Saqra Road 
near Philadelphia Hotel 

|Tei 681822, Amman) 

Sect Tasted 
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LOOKING 
FOR A PLACE 
TO RENT IN 
WEST AMMAN 

CALLSOHA 

AT 


4 


Q0|^QQ | 


Saudi Real Estate 
687821/22 


AQABA 

CHINESE FOOD 

Open daily 
12*9-15*9 & 18&-23& 

Tek 03-914415 



CROWN 

INT’L EST. 1 

Packing, shipping, = 
forwarding, storage, H 
clearing, door-to-door 1 
service g 




The First Class Hotel in I 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room—! 


IIAI'OTEL 

lL£2<|ljls 


Amman - Tel. 668193 
P-O. Box 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23886 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 


Jr 
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Thefeg&cyFbiQceHotei 


LOBBY LOUNGE 

im iL 



PIANO 
ENTERTAINMENT 








FOR RENT, 


DELUXE fr 5UPEH DELUXE 

APARTMENTS, VILLAS 
& SEMI VILLAS 
GET THE BEST AT 

JAHAL BEAL ESTATE | 

JUST CALL 

835859 


MOVIN' 


Let Aramex Airi c 

take cane of the wori 

Door to Poo 
Call the friendl; 
professionals 01 
660507 or 66050; 

ARAMEX 





















Leconte is almost a [% 
'^ranger on court 


France (R) — Henri 
•a> r has spent almost as much 
- :□ hospital dimes and opeT- 
iti threatres in recent years as 
->n - tennis court. 

But'be gave France a virion of 
a first Davis Cup title in almost 60 
. years with a stunning 64 7-5 64 
triumph over world number six 
Pete Sampras. 

Leconte's previous official vic- 
tory was more than five months 
ago at Wbz^s'for where he beat 
Jaime Yzag . of Peru in the 
second round before injuring his 
Nick in the next match with Davis 
.Cup team-mate Guy Forget. 

The third back operation of his 
career followed, Leconte 
slumped to 161st in the world 
rankings and most observers 
thought the career of the flam- 
boyant Frenchman, once the 
world number five, was over. 

But one man never lost faith in 
Leconte. His old Davis Cup part- 
ner Yannick Noah, now France’s 
non-playing captain, asked him 
two months ago to prepare him- 
self for the foal. 


“He had a long way to come 
back but his motivation was so 
great, I knew he would do it,” 
Noah said. 

“Today he played a great 
match, foe match I dreamed he 
would play. Now Fm still dream- 
ing and it’s about France vanning 
the Davis Cop.” 

An emotional Leconte de- 
scribed it as the greatest day of 
his life and the best match of his 
career. 

“It was the perfect match,” he 
said. “I can’t remember playing 
so well right through a whole 
match. 

“This gives me a lot of confi- 
dence. . Now my aim is to get 
back in the lop 20 if I don’t get 
any more physical problems.” 

Leconte, 28, enjoyed the fana- 
tical support of 8,000 noisy 
French fans at the Palais Des 
Sports, a vastly different crowd to 
the one which jeered him at the 
French Open in Paris three years 
ago when he lost the final in 
straight sets to Swede Mats 
WUander. 


Computer judging takes 
a pounding in boxing 


SYDNEY (R) — Amateur box- 
ing’s use of computers to help 
•ijsid? ’ jits has come under fire 
at World Amateur Cham- 
pionships after a number of con- 
troversial decisions. 

Judges use the complex hi-tech 
system, first tried at the Moscow 
tournament in 1989, to register 
points on punches scored. 

But traditionalists have ques- 
tioned whether the five officials 
for each bout are adept at using a 
small ringside keyboard to score 
accurately. 

“Some of these judges look too 
old to drive a motor car. How can 
they hit a button quickly enough 
to record a punch,” one experi- 
enced ringsider complained. 

Boxing aficionados have also 
charged that computerisation has 
changed the face of amateur box- 
ing with less emphasis on aggres- 
riS:-. power hitting and skilful 
def^.ce. 

L . ding Australian trainer 
Jcfc'my Lewis, who took Jeff 
Fenech to three world profession- 
al titles, said: “The Cubans have 
made an art form of computer 
scoring. 

“None of us wants to see a 
fatality or bad injury but surely 
there is more to boxing than a 
srdden burst of speed to whip in 
just a single punch.” 

.* merican officials, who have 

:blicly criticised the officiating 
a the championships, were parti- 
c. ;ariy incensed by featherweight 
Ivan Robinson's 4947 points de- 
feat by South Korea's Park Duk- 
Kyu. 

Both die Americans and the 
crowd thought that Robinson had 
easily won the preliminary bout. 

“This is the worst officiating 1 
have seen in my life,” stormed 
bead coach Pat Nappi immediate- 
ly after the result was announced. 

But U.S. team president BQly 
Dove said later that the Amer- 
icans would have to live with the 
scoring system. 

“Whether we like it or not, it’s 
going to be around for the Barce- 
lona Olympics,” he said. 

To make matters worse for 
supporters of the electronic sys- 
tem, the computer scoreboard 
broke down on two successive 
nights. 

But amateur boxing authorities 
ccinted out that before com- 


puterisation the number of pro- 
tests at major tournaments was 
unacceptably high. 

Thirty-seven official protests 
were recorded at the 1984 Los 
Angeles Olympics and 29 at the 
1988 Seoul games, in contrast to 
only three in Moscow and two in 
Sydney before the 12 final bouts. 

“We could have been thrown 
out of the Olympic Movement, if 
we had not done something about 
file judging at contests as these 
protests were intolerably high,” 
said Anwar Chowdhiy, president 
of the international Amateur 
Boxing Association (AJBA). 

But be conceded that there was 
still room for improvements. 

Judges are to undergo a 20-day 
training course on the computer 
before Barcelona. “On this 
course any judge consistently 
scoring over or under 20 per cent 
different from other judges will 
face the prospect of not going to 
the Olympics,'' Mr. Cbowdhry 
said.. w B 

:c °So"we should see' even less 
protests than we have now.” 

Mir, Chowdhiy said A3BA also 
proposed introducing a super- 
jury with the power to over-rule 
the referee if they think be has 
erred in his decision. 

The super-jury will not, howev- 
er, be used in Barcelona because 
the AIB A congress has to formal- 
ly ratify the proposal and does 
not meet again until 1994. 

The idea of computer judging 
in amateur boxing was first de-‘ 
veloped by the Soviet Union in 
the 1970s but it was cumbersome 
and only used in Eastern Europe. 

Under the present system the 
five judges have a small keyboard 
with four keys — one point 
an done warning key for each 
boxer. 

If a boxer receives a warning 
from the referee, three points are 
added to his opponent’s total. 

The keyboards are connected 
near the jury table, which in turn 
is connected to one or more 
monitors for the jury and a prin- 
ter. Judges key in every scoring 
blow by each boxer on the respec- 
tive key which is rcorded by the 
computer. 

Only those blows recorded 
within one second by at least 
three judges are counted. The 
total determines the winner. 


Limpar returns to Arsenal 

LONDON (R) — Swedish inter- weeks in the English first divirion 

national winger Anders Limpar match against Tottenham Sun- 
looks set to play his first game for 
Arsenal for more than three oay- 



GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
&TANNAH HmSCH 

flWl Tnduna Umt t SorneM. tic. 

WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q.l — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

4AKJ103 ^Q8 .KQ63 #72 

The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 


Wbat do yon bid now? 

Q.2 — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

*6 TQ-J : A98 +KQJ10763 
The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 

1 * Pass 1 * Pass 

2 * Pass 3 ? Pass 

? 

What do you bid now? 


ho'wT^ South ‘ vulflerable ' y™ 

#5 ?AKQJ76 073 *A762 
The bidding has proceeded: 

West North East South 


What action do you take? 

Q.5 — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

#102 TA87 OK93 #87632 

The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 

1 * Pass 1 NT Pass 

2 \> Pass ? 

What action do you take? 


“That’s all forgotten now,” be 
said. “There’s a lot of difference 
between a Grand Slam final and a 
Davis Cup final.” 

Sampras, making bis Davis 
Cup debut, was simply over- 
whelmed by the experience. 

“I certainly didn’t underesti- 
mate him,” the world number rix 
said. “He has a lot of Davis Cup 
experience and fids was my first 
match. 

“I knew Henri is always a very 
dangerous player and he was 
pretty hot today. I think be {Hay- 
ed as well as could. 

“I wasn't uptight but I just 
wasn’t playing well. All credit to 
him but maybe I helped Him play 
that well.” 

Sampras, winner of this 
month’s ATP Tour World Cham- 
pionship, said he had been 
bothered by having to wot till the 
crowd quietened down before he 
could serve. “I like to play my 
points pretty quickly,” he added. 

Noah said the French team 
knew that and had encouraged 
the crowd to chant to slow Sam- 



Henri Leconte 

pras down and upset his rhythm. 

Leconte now has the chanrp to 
become the French hero of the 
moment. Noah nominated him to 
play the doubles alongside 
Forget. 


The former patient and con- 
valescent will also play the last 
rubber of the final, a potentially 
decisive encounter with Andre 


McGirt beats Brown to win WBC title 


LAS VEGAS, Nevada (R) — 
Underdog James “Buddy" 
McGirt of the United States won 
an easy 12-round unanimous de- 
cision oveT champion Simon 
Brown of Jamaica to capture the 
World Boxing Council (WBC) 
welterweight title. 

McGirt, rated a 3-V4-to-one 
underdog by Las Vegas pddsmak- 
ers, knocked down Brown. late in * 
foe 10th round with a left hook to 
the head to secure the upset win. 

. He woo by a score of 129-108 oo 
One judge's card and by scores of 
117-110 on foe other two cards. 

It was file second world title for 
McGirt, who weighed in at 145 
pounds (65.8 kg). He was the 


International Boxing Federation 
junior welterweight diampion 
during 1988. 

Brown, making his first de- 
fence of the WBC crown be won 
here in March, tipped the scales 
at 147 pounds (66.7 kg) and 
claimed be lost 31 pounds (14 kg) 
during training for the bout. 

He said he would move up to 
the 154-pound (69. 85- kg) junior 
middleweight division in 1m next 
fight because “this weight is killing 
me." 

“I knew Buddy was fast. I 
thought I would ber able to catch 
him, but the weight loss slowed 
me down. The weight was just 


too much to lose. It caught up 
with me,” Brown said after the 
fight 

McGirt, 27, outboxed Brown 
all 12 rounds. 

He cut Brown over the right 
eye in the fourth round and in the 
final 30 seconds of the 10th round 
landed two left-right combina- 
tions and a left book to the bead 
to put down the champion for a 
count of three. 

McGirt, now has a win-loss- 
draw record of 55-2-1 with 43 
knockouts. 

Brown, 28, has a 34-2 record 
with 26 knockouts. 


Ivanisevic out of S. African, EC games 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — 
Goran Ivanisevic of Yugoslavia 
has withdrawn from foe South 
African Open and from next 
week’s European Community 
Tennis Championship with, an 
AduDes tendon injury, organisers 
said. 

Ivanisevic, seeded second in 
the South African Open, beat 
Australian Pat Cash Thursday 
and was due to play Canadian 


Grant Connell in Friday's quar- 
terfinals. 

But he said the nagging injury 
which plagued him in the opening 
rounds fenced him to default his 
match to Connell. He will rest his 
leg for five weeks. 

"“My doctor told me I would 
have to rest it," Ivanisevic told 
South African state television. 

Ivanisevic, holder of the EC 


Motor rally teams want 
shorter schedule in 1993 


LONDON (R) — World Rally 
Championship (WRC) teams are 
to ask FISA - motorsport’s gov- 
erning body — to drastically shor- 
ten the 1993 calendar. 

The move follows complaints 
from drivers that there is no 


recovery period between events. 
Finland’s 1991 champion Juha 
Kankk nncn and 1990 champion 
Carlos Sainz of Spain said they 
bad arrived at Britain’s RAC 
Rally, which ended Wednesday, 
exhausted from this year's 
punishing schedule of 14 events. 


title, will be replaced in Brussels 
by Swede Jonas Sevensson, who 
faces Spain's Emilio Sanchez in 
the first round of the tournament 
which starts Monday. 

*. . . 'S 

World number one Stefan 
Edbeig is recovering from injury 
mid will {Hay in foe championship 
if he suffers no setback, the 
tournament director said Thora- 
day. 


Chelsea to pay 
$40m for ground 

LONDON (R) — English first 
division soccer club Chelsea were 
told they must pay £22.8 million 
($40 million) for their Stamford 
Bridge ground. 

They were also warned they 
could face eviction before the end 
of the season if they fail to 
complete foe deal. 




Australian 

swimmers 


MINNEAPOLIS, Minnesota 
(R) — The Australian contin- 
gent made their presence felt at 
the U.S. Open Swimming 
Championships by winning 
four of 10 finals Friday, open- 
ing night of the three-day 
meeting. 

Kieren Perkins, the 800 
metre freestyle world record 
holder, led an Australian 
sweep of foe top three places in 
the foe 400 metre freestyle in a 
meeting record time of three 
minutes 50.04 seconds. 

Ian Brown was second in 
3:51.11 and den Housman 
came in third in a time of 
3:52.71. 

But Australia’s top prospect 
in fouT women’s events, 
Heyiey Lewis, the world 200 
metre freestyle champion, was 
forced to miss the 400 meter 
freestyle and may be out for 
the rest of the meeting due to a 
freak accident. 

Lewis suffered a punctured 
eardrum during a practice ses- 
sion Wednesday when another 
swimmer kicked her in foe ear 
and will only compete if a 
doctor gives her foe go ahead. 

Lewis’s coach. Joe King said 
a local ear espedalist said the 
injury was not serious. 

“He said she could swim if 
the ear was properly packed so 
that do water could get in,” 
King said. “In my 36 years of 
coaching, I’ve never seen such 
a freakish tiling. It's a billion to 
one shot that this would hap- 
pen.” 

Australian Darren Lange led 
from the start to win the men’s 
50 metre freestyle in 22.78 
ahead of countryman Angus 
Waddell in 22.87. 

American Olympic cham- 
pion Matt Biondi finished tied 
for last in 23.38 but was not 
particularly disappointed. 

“It was not good and not 
bad, just run of foe mill,” 
Biondi said. “I didn’t come in 
expecting to win.” 

American Angel Martino, 
who was removed from the 
1988 -Olympic Squad ahead. of 
the 'Seoul Games after feting 
positive for a banned susbt- 
ance, set a meeting record in 
tiie women’s 50 metre freestyle 
in a rime of 25.69 seconds. 

Other victories for the 
strong Australian contingent 
came from Samantha Riley in 
die women’s 100 metre breast- 
stroke and Jacqueline McKen- 
zie, who won the 200 metre 
individual medley in 2:17.69. 

McKenzie, daughter of 1968 
Olympic 100 metre butterfly 
diampion Lyn Mcdcments, 
was well ahead at the halfway 
mark and easily beat France’s 
Celine Bonnet, who docked 
2:19.12. 


Mutton’ Jeff 
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GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
Working overtime at present may 
hold yon back from oomnninicat- 
ing with persons wbo haigc it within- 
their power to aid yen in what 
means most to you. Use that brain- 
power to stay on course. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Take some time cot to let those 
about s£e you are the one who 
does value and appreciate those 
confidants and adnaon whose sug- 
gestions mean so much to you. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Whatever yon have in mind that 
does bring you favours from those 
who mean a good deal to yon is 
excellent and you are able to repay 
social obligations. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Look to your dose associates for 
some favour they win do to get you 
in the good favours of one who has 
considerable influence where it 
means the most to you. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Now yon are able to gain 
the good will and active assistance 
of some persons you have not 
known before thu but who are wise 
and experienced. 

LEO; (July 22 to August 21) 

Wherever you feel you do not want 

to attend to responsibilities can 
bring you much disfavour and fact 
of protection so gird yourself for 
doing them auisaentiously. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) That p a rtnership matter of 


importance you have been putting' 
off should be brought oat, decided 
upon and then quickly pot mto“- 
eflecdve action. « 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October^ 
22) A fine day to look straight ar aK . 
the things you have to do and their = 
to get busy and do them in a highly 
skilled and artistic fashion.' 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Nbvem-' 
ber 21) This is the time for yon to 
be sore to get info those special . 
talents with which you are en- 
dowed and to make them operate 
so you thoroughly enjoy them. 
SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) There are some 
interesting and ingenious means by 
which you arc now able to con- 
vince your family to do something 
that means a great deal Co you. 
CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Take tune oat to find 
out just what your usual allies have 
in mind for your mutual progress 
and then you will be able to carry 
through so they approve. , 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) Whatever anyone wishes of 
yon can be handled and attended 
to with practical and good common 
sense so put your nund on gaining 
this world's goods. 

PISCES: (February 20 to Man* 
20) There are some highly effective 
means by which you can gain the 
good will of your personal contacts 
by being with them at outlets you 
both enjoy. . < 



“I just bought a self-help book 
Actually, my wife helped me.” 1 



« — . i 

(THAT SCRAMBLED WORD QfME , ' 
by Any 1 * 1 ■rrl 1 ‘ ■ 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
tour ordinary words. 



RYMEE 




Now arrange the dieted lettereto 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Answer in “I 


(Answers tofnorfW) 

Yesterday’s { * ,urnMssr TOXtN BELIE DEADLY TUMULT 'l ■ 
1 Answer: The moon affects this— 

THE TIDE AND THE UNTIED 


THE Daily Crossword 


MUTT, THERE ARE [ (TEAR ADMQAL.? 1/ r V 
FOUR HORSES W ( ARE VtXJ NUTS?/WlT7D' 



£ DONYtSARe/IAHUNORED 
WHAT 0005 GAM] TO' ON/gf 
I<3ETON <), 





ACROSS 
1 Hinged listener 
S Hideaway 
9 Marjoram e.g. 

14 A Logan 

15 Ms Jamas of 
music 

16 Carving In relief 

17 Thickening 
agent 

18 Sign gas 
T9 Age 

20 Unkempt 
22 Moon goddess 
24 Operation of 
note 

27 Squabble 

30 Decorative 
trinkets 

31 Egypt deity 

32 ■■...mat i wui 
soon — ” 
(Cohan) 

35 Poker word 

36 Ketty fUm 
musical 

39 KuWa's friend 

40 Journeys 

41 Nor. king 

42 Nap 

44 Son of 63 a 

45 Son of Flicks 
50 Bridge name of 

note 

52 Shed 

53 Felony 
55 Money 

58 Type type: abbr. 

59 Make no — 
about 

60 Concerning 

61 Tumbled 

62 Tokens 

63 Norse deity 

64 God of war 

DOWN 

1 Listened 

2 Pond sewn 

3 Forms vitrified 
matter 

4 Ex — (one- 
sided) 

5 Extend 

6 Took food 

7 Prince Htrobumi 

8 Haphazard 


!■■■§■■■■ MUM 


it 


!■■■ aaiui 


!■■■■ JMi 


*“ nflMB Rsuwm 


■■aamai 

■■■■■I 

aaafl 

bbh| 

ansi 


9 Get lost! 

10 Suffering 

11 Just 

12 Average grade 

13 Long period 
21 Bunker 

23 Tax a gey. 

25 Hintfcj garb 

26 NJ city 

28 Water Hole 

29 As soon as 

31 Trim away. 

32 Truncheon 

33 Expanding 

34 Enchof-week 
fetters 

35 Venerate 
38 Chimney efirt 
37 Trampled 

30 Eur. woodland 
grouse 

42 Female 

43 Papal 
ambassador 

45 Curl 

48 ter. seaport 
47 Came in 


Yesterday's Puzzfe Sofved: 


rannn mmnn mcirann 
ngnn nnnn RnnRn 
nnnnn 

HonflnnnB nonnnn 
nno ammo 
nnnnn pigthd non, 
nnnnna non r.icnn 
nnnra miuramn mrsnn 
Rano non nnnnnni 
mnnm anam 
^ manin onn 
Gnincnn mrannnmrcfl 
□amnia nninnnnann 

annna nann nano} 
nmanm nnnn nnmn 


48 of Two 63 Shortwave. 

Cldou ■ jratfioi ;• - 

49 — up {dresses. 54F/.kK>g..>__ 1 
smartly) SecfonhMfflfr 

51 Augury • ; 57^lJrtteV-- -• 



r sn ffwmffn - // 7////w/ /--/* /*/. 




















^Economy 


[exican president earns less 
i, ^than $2,000 a month 

MBCKX> CTrY(R) — The most powerful man in Mexico, President 
■ Canos S alm a s de Gortari, can hardly consider himself among the 
. best paid. 31 

1 The ^ Mexico City daily La Jornada says his net pay was the 
^ eqoiyalept of less than $2,000 a month in 1991, although his salary 
P** CCDt from the previous year. 

^ - ™- Sahn ^' s g ro » income was about S3 350 a month, according to 

; abodget , munstry document cited by La Jornada, but half was 
swallowed up by taxes. His actual take-home pay was SI .912 a 

; A s enior public servant said he was unable to confirm the 
i iu ^aewsoaper report but stressed that government officials earn far 
through fringe benefits and "special allocations** 
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Financial Iordan Times 

Markets in with 

Cairo Amman Bank 

US. Dollar in International Markets 


Currency 

Use Votfe 
C&rse 

'■■E3E2JB 


‘**'29/77/97 


Sterling Pound 

1.7677 

I.76S5 

Deutsche Mark 

1.6233 

1.6145 

Swiss Franc 

1.4340 

1.4260 

French Franc 

5.5505 

5.5135 

Japanese Yen 

729.95 

129. 89 

European Curreny Unit 

mmm 
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Currency 

1 MTH 

3 MTH 5 

6 MTHS 


VS. Dollar 


4.6 7 

-*.75 

4.67 

Sterling Pound 

10.56 

10. 5c 

10.43 


Deutsche Mark 

9.57 

9.37 

9.37 

9.37 

Swiss Franc 

£-06 

S. 12 

7.93 

7.67 

French Franc 

9.66 

9.62 

cm 

1.50 

Japanese Yen 

6.28 

6.06 

5.61 


European Currency Unit 

10.31 

10.21 

10.21 

10.12 
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Metal 

USDt'Oz 

JD/Cm 

MetaJ 

I'SD'Qz 

JD/Cm 

Cold 

567.7 0 


Silver 


mm 


21 Kant 

Central Bank of Jordan 


Exchange Rate Bulletin 

Data: 30,11/91 


Currency 

Bid 

OITcr 

VS. Dollar 

0.6610 

0.6630 

Sterling Pound 

1.2030 

1.2090 

Deutsche Mark 

0.4165 


Swiss Franc 

0.4745 

0.4767 

French Franc ~ 

■ -0.1226 



jggg|gg|g| 

mi 

Dutch Guilder 

0.3718 

0.3737 

Swedish Krona 

0.1141 

0.1147 

Italian Lira* 

0.0556 

0.0559 

Belgian Franc 

0.02034 

0.02044 


” hr in 

Other Currencies 


. 30/11/91 
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Currency 

Bid 

Offer 

Bahraini Dinar 

1.7770 

1.7860 

Lebanese Lira* 

0.077210 

0.77680 

Saudi Riyal 

0.1813 

0.1820 

Kuwaiti Dinar 

— 


Qatari Riyal 

0.1846 

0.IS52 

Egyptian Pound 

0.2000 

0.2150 

Omani Riyal 

1.7430 

1.7520 

UAE Dirham 

0.1646 

0. 1852 

Greek Drachma* • 

0.3641 

0.3722 

Cypriot Pound 

1.4675 

1.4820 


CAB Indices for Amman Fi n a n c i al Market 


■ate* 



Index 

20/11/91 close 

27/11/91 tlnse 

All-Share 

124.66 

125.74 

Banking Sector 

104.91 

104.91 

Insurance Sector 

125.95 

727. 09 

Industry Sector 

154.10 

755.76 

Services Sector 

137.25 

138.43 
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Van Damme _ In 

DOUBLE IMPACT 
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‘SOMERSAULT TIME* PLAY 

Starring ‘Abu Awwad Family' 

After the great success it achieved 
continues its shows daily 
at 830 p.m. 

Host buy your tickets In advance 


U.S. central 
bank approves 
major mergers 


WASHINGTON (R) — The 
U.S. Federal Reserve (Fed) gave 
its approval Friday to two major 
bank mergers that would create 
the third-and fourth-largest bank- 
ing powerhouses in the United 
States. 

The Fed approved a proposed 
merger between New York's 
Chemical Banking Corp. and 
Manufacturers Hanover Corp.. 
which together would make up 
the third-largest bank wtib $135 
billion in assets. 

The central bank also said it 
would allow NCNB Corp. to 
merge with C.S. /Sovran Corp. in 
a marriage of two big southern 
institutions that would create the 
nation's no. 4 bank. 

NCNB and C.S. /Sovran would 
have total assets of $116 billion. 

A pending merger between 
Bank of America and Security 
Pacific Corp., which the Fed has 


not ruled on, would create the 
nation's second-biggest bank af- 
ter Citicorp. 

The Fed’s approval appeared 
to be the last major obstacle for 
the proposed merger between 
Chemical and Manufacturers 
Hanover. 

The central bank said the U.S. 
justice department had already 
reviewed the merger “and con- 
cluded that ... the transaction 
would not have a significantly 
adverse effect on competition.’' 

The two mergers, first 
announced in July, illustrate the 
heavy pressure on big banks to 
search for partners in a bid to 
combat overall weakness and stiff 
competition in the industry, 
analysts said. 

Both deals will result in 
thousands of layoffs as the banks 
move to contain costs and stream- 
line operations. 


Free trade brings 
five fold rise in 
Yemeni fish prices 


ADEN, Yemen (R) — Free trade 
and a market economy are cost- 
ing consumers dear in Aden, 
once the capital of the Arab 
World’s only Marxist state. 

The price of fish, an important 
source of protein in the port city 
of 500,000, has jumped about 
fivefold since the two Yemens 
merged in May 1990 and Marxism 
was abandoned. 

Local traders blame unlicened 
merchants they say are exporting 
the fish by air to neighbouring 
Saudi Arabia. 

The people of Aden have 
asked the mayor, Mahmoud 
Arrasi, to intervene to stop ex- 
ports and bring prices down. 

Throughout IS years of Marx- 
ism die state controlled the fish 
market and prices never rose 
above 750 fils ($1.5) a kilogram- 
me. 

Now the fish are sold by auc- 


tion and one kilogramme can 
fetch three to four dinars ($6 to 

S8). 

The weekly newspaper Al 
Ayyam quoted fish merchants as 
saying “unlicenced people come 
to the auction and, in an unpre- 
cedented way, bid higher prices 
for any quantity offered.** 

The merchants at first said they 
were taking die fish to the north- 
ern cities but, remined that prices 
there were lower, they admitted 
the fish were exported to Saudi 
Arabia, it added. 

Traders say a Saudi merchant 
in the Eastern Province of 
Hadhramaut has bought up the 
catch of all fishermen working for 
the province's cooperative socie- 
ty. 

Under a deal with the coopera- 
tive. the merchant has given it a 
$600,000 loan to buy new fishing 
boats, they added. 


‘Beg or work’ says 


LUSAKA (R) — Zambia’s new 
president Fredrick Chiluba, 
opening the first parliament 
under multi-party rule fa two 
decades, said Friday the country's 
economy was in ruins. 

"We are in a very grave situa- 
tion. In the limited time available 
we have at last managed to shine 
a torch in the cupboard of state. 
Regretfully, I must inform you 
that the cupboard is bare. Even 
the crumbs are few,” he told the 
house. “Our economy is in rums 
and even the rums are in dan- 
ger." 

Mr. Chiluba's government 
took office on Nov. 1 after veter- 
an president Kenneth Kaunda 
was defeated in a general elec- 
tion. 

Mr. Kaunda’s opponents have 
accused him of raining Zambia’s 
economy, once healthy from cop- 
per exports and agriculture, 
through mismanagement and 
government corruption during his 
27 years of rale since independ- 
ence from Britain in 1964. 

Under Mr. Kaunda’s one-paity 
rule introduced in 1973, the gov- 
ernment controlled over 80 per 
cent of the economy and effec- 
tively blocked both foreign and 
local investment. 

Now, Mr. Chiluba said, per 
capita debt was dose to $1,000 
and inflation was over 100 per 
cent. 

Mr. Chihiba, former bead of 
the Zambian Confederation of 


Trade Unions, said his govern- 
ment was “committed to a 
pragmatic reconstruction prog- 
ramme” to create jobs and gener- 
ate income. 

“A way has to be found to earn 
foreign exchange and reduce 
debt, or we risk forever being 
banished to the dark dungeons of 
international disrepute and per- 
petual internal decline, ** he said. 
“Zambians have two choices. We 
may beg, or we may work.” 

He said the donor community 
bad a role in helping the coun- 
try's economy to pick up but 
pleaded with them not to be too 
harsh with Zambia. 

“Do not IdQ the patient with an 
overdose now. A little at a time 
may be more beneficial,'' he said. 

He said his government’s eco- 
nomic programme would seek to 
promote the private sector, target 
incentives for export promotion 
and Jcoal and foreign investment 
and remove barriers. to foreign 
trade and investment. 

An agreement with the Inter- 
national Monetary Fund (IMF) 
and World Bank was imminent, 
be said. Teams from both institu- 
tions are in the country to work 
on an economic programme. 

Mr. Chihiba said the agricultu- 
ral sector would receive special 
attention to include an overhaul 
of the marketing system. 

"The former agricutiural policy 
was incompetent bordering on 
the insane,” he said. 
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Soviet crisis deepens 
as budget funds dry up 


Parliament 

approves 

German 

budget 

for 1992 

BONN (R) — Germany’s lower 
house of partuunent Friday pas- 
sed the government's 1992 
budget draft, which foresees 
spending of 422.1 billion marks 
($262 billion) and a deficit of 45.3 
billion marks ($28.1 billion). 

Roughly one-quarter of total 
spending, or 110 billion marks 
($68 billion),l will go to help what 
used to be communist East Ger- 
many adapt to a market eco- 
nomy. 

The 1991 budget foresees 
spending of around 410 billion 
marks ($254.1 billion) and a 
federal deficit of around 66 bil- 
lion marks ($40.90 billion). High- 
er tax revenues will push the 
deficit sharply lower in 1992. 

The budget includes spending 
of 91.3 billion marks ($56.5 bil- 
lion) by the labour ministry, 
which is straggling to finance 
benefits for mounting numbers of 
unemployed workers in East Ger- 
many. 

The ministry budget is up three 
billion marks ($1.9 billion) from 
1991. 

The country's 1992 defence 
budget is being cut by 400 million 
marks ($247.9 million) to 52.1 
billion marks ($32.3 billion), 
while the transport ministry 
budget totals 40 billion marks 
($24.8 billion). 

The economics ministry 
budget, which includes many in- 
vestment subsidies for East Ger- 
many, will rise by one billion 
maria ($620 million) to 15.4 bil- 
lion marks ($9.5 billion) in 1992. 

Parliament's budget committee 
had recently increased the minis- 
try budget by 770 million marks 
($477 million). 

It reinserted subsidies for the 
shipbuilding and coal mining in- 
dustry that had been struck out of 
the original budget draft. It also 
increased economic subsidy prog- 
rammes for eastern Germany. 

The budget also includes a 1.5 
billion mark ($930 million) rise in - 
the farm ministry budget to 14 
billion marks ($8.7 billion). 

The budget does not include an 
expected deficit of 30 billion 
marks,- ($18.6 billion) from the 
Treuhand agency privatising East 
German industry. *■' 

The budget only includes 280 
million marks ($173.5 million) in 
spending earmarked for moving 
Germany's government to Berlin. 

Malaysian 
natural rubber 
output falls 

KUALA LUMPUR, (AP) — 
Malaysia, one of the world's top 
producers and exporters of natu- 
ral rubber, produced only 
927,640 tonnes of the commodity 
in this year’s first nine months, 
down two per cent from Jannary- 
September last year, die govern- 
ment has said. The Statistics De- 
partment said September produc- 
tion of 115,686 tonnes was down 
three per cent from August, but 
up 0.5 per cent from September 
last year. Exports during the first 
nine months dropped 14 per cent 
from year-earlier levels to 
859,373 tonnes, it said. Septem- 
ber exports fell to 97,814 tonnes 
from 109,605 tonnes in August 
and 118,268 tonnes in September 
1990. Main buyers of Malaysian 
rubber in January-September 
were South Korea with 122,821 
tonnes; the United States, 92,433 
tonnes; Japan, 78,297 tonnes; 
Singapore, 63,118 tonnes; Ger- 
many. 55,241 tonnes; Italy, 
49,179 tonnes and Britain, 46,997 
tonnes. 

Most 
Japanese 
do not feel 
affluent 

TOKYO (R) — Japan’s standard 
of firing has improved with its 
strong economic performance but 
poor housing and infrastructure 
keep most Japanese from feeling 
affluent, the government’s Eco- 
nomic Planning Agency (EPA) 
has said. 

Hie EPA’s annual white paper 
on Japanese living standards said 
unreasonably high land juices 
were an example of how Japan’s 
economic growth had failed to 
benefit die average person. 

Such problems were particular- 
ly acute in Tokyo, as many com- 
panies and people had concen- 
trated in the capital in die econo- 
mic boom, it said. 

As a result, land prices made it 
hard to bny houses in Tokyo and 
workers were forced to five in 
remote areas and use crowded 
commuter trains, it said. 


MOSCOW (R) — The Soviet 
Union plunged deeper into eco- 
nomic crisis Friday as its central 
banker announced that the coun- 
try’s budget funds had dried op. 

Viktor Gerashchenko, chair- 
man of the sfate bank Gosbank 
which channels money to the 
central budget, said cash for this 
purpose had run out and no more 
transfers coukl be made without a 
decision from parliament. 

“In this connection, we were 
forced this morning to stop such 
payments,” he told state televi- 
sion. 

The crisis throws into jeopardy 
the livelihood of millions of 
Soviet teachers, soldiers, doctors 
police and parliamentarians, all 
of whom are paid from the cen- 
tral budget. 

Mr. Gerashchenko said Gos- 
bank took the decision to halt 
payments Thursday evening, a 
few hours after the Soviet parlia- 
ment failed to approve a credit of 
90.5 billion roubles ($156 billion 
at the inflated official rate) to 
cover the fourth quarter budget 
deficit. 

“We readied the conclusion 
that the final limit of treasury 
resources permitted by the 
budget or By presidential de- 
crees... had run out,” be said. 

Mr. Gerashchenko urged the 
Soviet parliament, which has au- 
thority to approve the transfer of 
budget funds from Gosbank, to 
meet Monday, a day earlier than 
scheduled, to resolve the crisis. 

He accused deputies of “poli- 
tical manoeuvring” in blocking 
the credit Thursday, saying de- 
puties from the Russian Federa- 
tion were particularly to blame. 

“It’s possible to speak of the 
torpedoing of this important 
question,” be said. 

The wrangle is finked to a bitter 
economic straggle between Rus- 
sia and its fellow republics as the 
old-style Soviet Union breaks up 
in the wake of last August’s failed 


BRASILIA, Brazil (R) — Bra- 
zil's Influential Roman Catholic 
church issued a scathing attack 
Fnctitf'dh' what it described as 
grovHug corruption and de- 
nounced the “scandalously high 
salaries” of officials and business- 
men. 

In a declaration on the state of 
the nation, die National Confer- 
ence of Brazilian Bishops 
lamented growing poverty, hun- 
ger, unemployment and misery 
among the country’s 150 million 
people but added: 

“This situation is aggravated by 
corruption, which is stretching 
out farther and further, des- 
troying society’s sense of the 
common good. The customary 
complicity and impunity favour 
the corrupt and stimulate vio- 
lence in the city and in the coun- 
tryside. 

Asked what evidence the 
church bad for this statement. 
Monsignor Dom Celso Queiroz, 
general secretary of the bishops 
conference, told a news confer- 
ence: “You only have to look all 
around yon. The newspapers are 
full of it.” 


PEKING (AP) — China’s soar- 
ing output of often unmarketable 
goods poses a threat to an eco- 
nomy staggering under the weight 
of heavily indebted state enter- 
prises and unwanted inventories, 
an official report has warned. 

The China Daily also reported 
an estimate that China’s budget 
deficit for 1991 was likely to reach 
60 billion yuan $11.1 billion), and 
that its trade deficit continues to 
grow every month. 

.An economist warned that un- 
controlled industrial growth 
could overwhelm the central gov- 
ernment if it rises above 15 per 
cent, the China Daily said. It said 
industrial outp u t in the first 10 
months of this year was 13.9 per 
cent higher than the same period 
last year. 

The government has spent 
heavily making up its enterprises* 
debts. It ordered each province 
recently to shut down 10 faffing 
state-owned businesses, signaling 
that it was running out of re- 
sources to baD them out. 

State-run enterprises continne 
churning out shoddy goods that are 
dimmed by consumers, brnkfing np 
stockpiles of unsold goods and 
driving the businesses deep into 
debt. 

“The fact that industrial pro- 
duction has sustained high gr ow t h 
rates should merit highly serious 
attention ” said a statement from 
the Statistics Bureau. 

Previously, bureau spokesman 
Zhang Zhongji said be expected 


coup. 

Russia has said it will pay for 
salaries and other essential items 
but will refuse to finance high- 
spending central Soviet author- 
ities. 

Russian Deputy Prime Minis- 
ter Yegor Gaidar has described 
the requested budget credit as a 
blank cheque. 

In a separate development, 
Gosbank said it was freeing 
Soviet Banks from next week to 
set tbeir own rate for buying bard 
currency from tourists and selling 
it to Soviet citizens travelling 
aboard. 

Oleg Mozhaiskov, head of the 
bank's currency department, said 
Gosbank was scrapping its tourist 
rate of exchange from Monday. 

While two other Gosbank rates 
— official and commercial — will 
remain in force, the move meant at 
least a partial freeing of the rou- 
ble and a significant concession to 
market forces. 

Inflation has steadily eroded 
the value of the rouble in recent 
months, while the currency has 
continued to pour from the 
printing presses to plug a state 
budget deficit estimated at 200 
billion roubles this year. 

The artificial official exchange 
rate, used for accounting pur- 
poses, stands at 0.57 roubles to 
die dollar. The commercial ex- 
change rate, used for foreign 
trade, is 1.71 roubles per dollar. 

Mr. Gerashchenko said Gos- 
bank held some 4.5 billion rou- 
bles ($7.9 billion at the official 
rate) on Nov. 16 for the purpose 
of budget payments. 

Expenses for the two weeks 
since then were some eight to 10 
billion roubles ($14.0 to 17.5 bil- 
lion). 

On the other hand, he said, 
some income was still flowing 
into the onion budget, albeit with 
major irregularities. He gave no 
further figures. 

Many of the rebellious Soviet 


President Fernando Collor de. 
Mello’s government, which swept 
to power promising to. dean up 
government and stem abuses, has 
been engulfed by an avalanche- of 
press and opposition denuncia- 
tions of corruption. 

“There are so many cases of 
corruption in Brazil today,” said 
Paulo Ponte, archbishop of Sao 
Luis de Maranhao in Brazil's 
straggling north-east. "We want 
to make a special point of emph- 
asising that the current crisis has a 
special nature. It is not just poli- 
tical or economic. It is ethical.” 

A typical example of the cor- 
ruption allegations was aired 
Thursday night by the normally 
pro-government Globo Televi- 
sion channel. 

Globo said congressman 
Alberto Goldman bad asked the 
federal accounts tribunal to look 
into why the health ministry had 
agreed to pay 18.1 billion 
cruzeiros (about $21 million) to a 
now-existent company to super- 
vise another company which was 
supervising a government school 
b uildin g programme. 


the annual rate of industrial 
growth to be around 14 per cent 
of this year, the newspaper said. 

Government figures show that 
industrial production in October 
was 14.3 per cent higher than 
October 1990, the newspaper 
said. It said tbe value of industrial 
production in October was 204.5 
billion yuan ($38.2 billion), but 
gave no figure for October 1990. 

Mir. Zhang said that in the first nine 
months of tins year, the value of 
stockpiled goods totalled 200 bil- 
lion yuan ($37.7 billion), an in- 


republics, inducting Russia, are 
heavily fa arrears, on budget pay- 
ments. 

Mr. Gerasbtdienko said he 
understood republican leaders 
would meet Suuday to discuss the 
“sad situation” with the budget. 

Meanwhile , Russian central 
bank chairman Gueorgi Mat- 
jukhin said Vriday that tbe Rus- 
sian republic was on the brink of 
hyperinflation. 

“Inflation is high, very dose to 
the standards of... hyperinfla- 
tion,” he told a financial confer- 
ence fa the Netherlands. 

Rnssian plans to liberalise 
prices this winter will force “very 
sharp and very rapid” price rises, 
Mr. Matjukhin said. 

Hyperinflation is rapidly rising 
and self-fuelling inflation that can 
cause economic collapse. 

Mr. Matjokhin said some eco- 
nomists define it as an inflation 
rate of more than 50 per cent a 
month. 

"Fortunately I suppose that 
our rate is a little bit lower,” be 
said, but precise figures were not 
available. 

Economists have speculated 
that inflation in the Soviet Union 
may be running at 200 per cent a 
year and that prices of baric 
goods could rise fa Russia by np 
to four-fold once freed. 

Mr. Matjukhin warned that 
any Soviet republic introducing 
its own currency without consult- 
ing others first would face serious 
consequences. Ukraine has 
threatened to launch its own 
money. 

“If it is done suddenly and 
unilaterally without consulta- 
tions, then we shall have to react 
strongly. I mean that we will be 
obliged to stop any payments be- 
tween the republic and Russia,” 
he said, without elaborating. 

Russia wants to create a bank- 
ing union with other republics 
based on tbe use of a common 
currency. 


The government said it had 
suspended payments to the firm 
while the tribunal’s investigation 
was being carried out. 

Deputies fa the state assemb- 
lies of Brazil’s impoverished 
north-east, where thousands are 
starving, currently earn np to 
$11,000 a month and receive lav- 
ish perks including chauffeur 
driven cars and hefty expense 
accounts. 

The bishops conference, the 
ruling council of tbe Brazilian 
Catholic Church, also appealed 
to Brazilians to pursue a dialogue 
of national unity urgently. 

Unions, employees, politi- 
dans, die church and other repre- 
sentative organisations had to be 
brought together to avoid social 
and economic disaster. 

Tbe church, the bishops added, 
had a special duty to “unmask die 
workshop of money and of a 
lifestyle based on the accumula- 
tion of riches and, at times, ex- 
hibitionism and waste, which is 
all tbe more scandalous in the 
face of the hunger and misery of 
millions of Brazilians.” 


crease of 30 billion yuan ($5.6 
trillion) over the same period last 
year. 

The newspaper said China 
faces increasing problems be- 
cause of “a tight budget, bulging 
stockpiles and debts among these 
enterprises.” 

The number of state-owned 
companies in trouble has in- 
creased dramatically since 1988. 
Yet officials have bexsn reluctant 
to dose them, fearing that large 
numbers of idled workers could 
lead to soda! unrest. 


Two Furnishad Apartments For Rent__ 

1.2 bedrooms, salon, dining room, kitchen and bathroom. 

2. Semi-villa with separate entrances, 3 bedrooms, spacious 
salon, dining room, kitchen and living room with 3 bathrooms. 
Each apartment has deluxe furniture, telephone, water, electric- 
ity and central heating. 

Location: Umm Uthaina Al Janoubi — opposite Al Hussein 
Housing District 

TeL: 658141 In the morning and 811401 in the evening. 


FURNISHED FLAT FOR RENT 

Fumfshed ground floor flat for rent 180 square 
metres. 3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, large lounge, 
separate garage and central heating, electricity, 
water systems. 

Preferable a single person or a couple. 

Contact (610409 or 610408) morning and 

(821220) after 2 p.m. 


Church denounces rising 
tide of corruption in Brazil 


Official report warns of soaring 
industrial production in China 
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Gorbachev warns of territorial 
disputes if Ukraine separates. 
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Indonesian team visits 
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MOSCOW (R) — Soviet Presi- 
dent Mikhail Gorbachev in an 
interview published Saturday, 
urged the Ukraine to remain 
within the Soviet' Union and re- 
vived the suggestion that Russia 
could claim some of the vast 
republic’s territory- 

Mr. Gorbachev's interview 
with Soviet News Agency (TASS) 
and a newspaper in Byelorussia 
appeared on the eve of Ukraine’s 
independence referendum ex- 
pected to endorse .separation 
from Moscow by a wide margin. 

All six candidates in the 
Ukraine’s presidential election, 
being held concurrently, 
appealed for a large vote in 
favour of independence in a live 
television debate Friday. 

■ But Mr. Gorbachev, trying to 
stitch together a new treaty Unk- 
ing the 12 Soviet republics, said 
the election campaign was dis- 
torting the key issue — that the 
Ukraine's prosperity depended 
ou remaining within a renewed 
union 

“I am for the self- 
determination within the union," 
he said. “We are already begin- 
ning to understand that somehow 
we kept putting things off and 
now we have to maintain our 
mutual action or face a break-up 
which would cost us dearly.” 

Mr. Gorbachev, who has said 
he cannot envisage a new union 
without Ukrainian participation, 
said the idea of independence was • 


“being exploited with electoral or 
perhaps other aims in mind which 
could spill over into territorial 
disputes.” 

“Let's not forget that Kharkov 
was joined to the Ukraine by the 
Bolsheviks to gain a majority in 
the Soviets and that the Crimea is 
long linked to Russian history,'’ 
he said. 

Mr. Gorbachev also stressed 
die need to protect die rights of 
noil-indigenous minorities, saying 
that in some areas they were 
made to fed like sccond-dass 
citizens. Eleven million of the 
Ukraine's 53 mQUon people are 
ethnic Russians. 

The obliaue threat that the 
Russian federation could lay claim 
to large chunks of territory in the 
Ukraine was first unleash e d by 
one of Russian President Boris 
Yeltsin's aides just after last Au- 
gust's faded coup. 

The suggestion that areas inha- 
bited mainly by ethnic Russians 
— the industrial Donbass area 
and the Crimea — could be rel- 
caimed if the republic claimed 
independence sent shock waves 
through the Ukrainian lead- 
ership. 

The safhe mistrust of “Russian 
chauv inism ” occurred in Kazakh- 
stan, also home to large numbers 
of ethnic Russians. 

A mission to both republics by 
Russian Vice-President Alexan- 
der Rutskoi appeared to have put 
an end to the matter, bat die 


issue has dearly remained below 
the surface. 

The drive for independence in 
die Ukraine, linked to Russia for 
a millennium, has taken Kremlin 
leaders by surprise, with Moscow 
only recently appearing to take 
die matter seriously. 

Mr. Gorbachev re p ea t ed his 
contention this week that the 
Ukraine would eventually join 
die new onion treaty. 

He offended the republic’s 
leaders by suggesting that ordin- 
ary Ukrainians disagreed with 
them and wanted to be part of a 
new union. 

Mr. Yeltsin said Friday that 
both his republic and the Soviet 
Union as a whole would be dealt 
a heavy blow if the Ukraine 
pressed ahead with separation. 

Mr. Gorbachev said Soviet 
Prime Minister Ivan Silayev 
would meet prime ministers of 
republics Monday to proceed 
with reforms to ease the transfer 
to a market-oriented economy. 

In Washington, President 
George Bosh said Friday there 
would be no major break with 
Mr. Gorbachev over the Ukraine 
despite plans to embrace die re- 
public’s expected independence 
vote. 

Mr. Gorbachev expressed con- 
cern Thursday about news re- 
ports suggesting that Mr. Bush 
was prepared to recognise the 
Ukraine if it votes for independ- 
ence, as expected, in Sunday’s 


ILN. body expresses concern at 
human rights situation in Burma 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — The 
General Assembly’s Social Com- 
mittee bas adopted without a vote 
s resolution expressing concern at 
“information on the grave bn man 
rights situation" in Burma and 
stressing the need for rapid im- 
provement. 


The resolution's preamble spe- 
cifically mentioned by name this 
year’s Noble Peace Prize winner, 
Aung San Sun Kyi, who has been 
under house arrest since July 
1989 and welcomed repeated c alls 
by the U.N. secretary-general for 
her early release. 

Her National League for 
Democracy won a landslide vic- 
tory in a May 1990 general elec- 
tion but the results were ignored 
by the junta ruling Burma, also 


known as Myanmar. 

Although in resolution was 
fairly mild and was further sof- 
tened before being approved, it 
was the first one deali ng with the 
human rights situation in Burma 
to be adopted by the Assembly’s 
Social Committee. 

The resolution, which now 
goes to the assembly plenary for 
endorsement, takes note of assur- 
ances by the Burmese govern- 
ment that it will take firm steps 
towards the estabUsbement of a 
democratic state and looks for- 
ward to die early implementation 
of this commitment. 

The resolution, initiated by 
Sweden, also expresses “concern 
at the information on the grave 
human rights situation and stres- 
ses tbe need for an early improve- 


ment of this situation.” 

It urges tbe Burmese govern- 
ment “to allow all citizens to 
participate freely in the political 
process in accordance with the 
principles of the univero! dec- 
laration of human rights." 

An expression of concern at 
“the continued deprivation of 
liberty of a number of democrati- 
cally elected political leaders” 
was omitted from this paragraph 
during private negotiations. 

According to a member of the 
Swedish delegation, this promp- 
ted most members of die Euro- 
pean Community to withdraw 
their sponsorship, although the 
last-mmnte adherence of a num- 
ber of additional countries meant 
the resolution was sponsored by 
more than 30 delegations. 


WORLD NEWS IN BRIEF 


Actor Ralph Bellamy dies at 87 


LOS ANGELES (R) — Ralph Bellamy, the eternal supporting 
star of more than 100 films who said he made a living out of being 
rejected by leading ladies, efied Friday at the age of 87, a hospital 
spokewoman said. Bellamy, whose career stretched over 60 years, 
died at St John's Hospital of a long lung illness. The tall, 
softly-spoken Bellamy was also a major stage actor, best 
remembered for his triumphal portrayal of President Franklin 
Roosevelt in the Broadway hit and film version of Sunrise At 
CampobeDo. Bellamy, a successful businessman off screen, had 
been in the hospital several tunes this year for treatment for what 
was decribed as a serious respiratory infection. Bellahiy, who 
received an honourary Academy Award in 1987 for his film 
performances, seldom stopped working and in the 1980s appeared 
with Don Ameche in Trading Places, which starred Eddei 
Murphy and Dan Aykroyd. “It is not a bad career, being the guy 
the leading lady turns down,” he once said of ins life in films. 
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Tokyo police rescue kidnap victim 

TOKYO (R) — Police stormed a Tokyo apartment Saturday to 
rescue a Japanese bank employee held handcuffed and blind- 
folded since Tuesday by kidnappers demanding 300 million yen 
($2.3 million) from his ; scandal-tainted bank, police said. No one 
was reported harmed in the saga in which as many as 2,500 Tokyo 
police were mobilised. It ended when the hostage, 37-year-old 
Yasutaro Taga, was taken to hospital on a stretcher still wearing a 
blindfold. The media agreed to a news blackout until the case was 
resolved. To maintain secrecy, Ms. Taga’s two children, an 
eight-year-old boy and six-year-old girl, were told, their father was 
on a business trip. They found out about tbe ordeal only when it 
was reported on television. Kyodo News Service said. Tbe drama 
began Tuesday evening when Taga, who works at the giant Fuji 
Bank's computer centre in Tokyo, was abducted on his way borne 
from work. 

15 die as dust storm hits California 


FRESNO, California (R) — At least 15 people were killed and 
more than 100 injured in a series of highway crashes caused by a 
blinding California dust storm, a U.S. official said Saturday. “It 
looks like a war zone,” Fresno County Sheriff's Lieutenant 
Donald Burk said of wreckage from Friday's pileups which 
involved about 250 vehicles on an interstate highway south east of 
San Francisco. High winds in the Central Valley, a rich 
agricultural region, whipped up dust storms from fields left barren 
at the end of the harvest season. Visibility on the road was zero. 
Most of the deaths occured on a short stretch of the highway near 
the town of Coalinga, about 250 kilometres south east of San 
Francisco. Vehicles, including about a dozen articulated lorries, 
piled into one another. Lt. Burk said the c o nfirm ed death toll 
early Saturday stood at 15 and of those injured nearly two dozen 
were critical. “There's a strong possibility the toll will go higher,” 
he said. “Some of the remains in the vehicles are so badly burned 
they don’t even look like people.” 


Major cholera epidemic feared In Rio 


RIO DE JANEIRO (R) — A rapid-fire spread of cholera through 
the shantytown slums of Rio de Janeiro could strike up to 200,000 
people and kffl some 2,000, fearful health officials said Friday. 
The city’s first known cholera victim, a soldier who caught it in the 
Amazon jungle, is doing well. But officials fear be may have 
spread the disease — which has raced through South America — 
to others in the Rio shantytown where he lives. “The possibilities 
of an epidemic here are great,” dty Health Secretary Ronaldo 
GazoUo told reporters. A man who travelled with the soldier is 
believed to be in Rio. But authorities cannot find him and he 
could be a carrier of cholera without any symptoms, Mr. GazoUo 
said. Health official Dr. Mari Barra noted that 1.5 millioo people 
in Rio de Janeiro stale “live in inadequate conditions” where 
cholera could easily spread. 


TIRANA (R) — Albania's care- 
taker government has agreed to 
hold general elections within 
three months and vowed to speed 
up economic reforms to help the 
shortage-stricken conntry 
through tbe winter. 

The decision to bring forward 
the polls originally set for May or 
June was taken Friday night, four 
days after tbe opposition Demo- 
cratic Party threatened to quit tbe 
government unless the majority 
former Communists agreed to 
early elections and purge old- 
style apparatchiks from power. 

Tbe Democratic Party had in- 
sisted that the elections should be 
held before Feb. 23 but no date 
has yet been set. 

“Tbe actual situation, and die 
need for constructing an active 
and efficient democratic state, 

, condition the holding of untimely 
new elections to the people’s 
Assembly earlier than the May- 
June 1992 period,” the Albanian 
News Agency (ATA) said. 

“They should be held as soon 
as the most indispensable econo- 
mic and juridical conditions are 
created.” 

Albania, emerging from de- 
cades of isolation imposed by late 
Stalinist leader Enver Hoxha, 
held its first multi-party elections 
in March 1991. 

The Communists, now re- 
named Socialists, swept to victory 
over the inexperienced Democra- 
tic and Republican parties. 

But an all-Sodalist government 
was forced to resign Last June in 
the face of a nationwide general 
strike and a caretaker coalition 
government was formed. 

The government said it would 
do its best to implement promised 
economic and land reform before 
the elections to see tbe country 
through tbe hard winter ahead. 

Albania's shop shelves are 
stripped of basic goods and hos- 
pitals and factories, suffering 
chronic shortages of die most 
base supplies, can barely func- 
tion. 

Hie country’s trade unions 
Saturday said that life in Alb ania 
had readied a "crucial point” and 
urged the government to grant 
higher wages to cope with price 
rises already introduced as part of 
market reforms. 


ballot. 

“There’s not going to be a big 
breach here,” Mr. Bush told re- 
porters when asked about his 
Ukraine policy and Mr. Gor- 
bachev’s reaction while Christ- 
mas shopping in nearby Mary- 
land. 

While he had not talked recent- 
ly to Mr. Gorbachev, Mr. Bush 
said “there’s more understand- 
ing” between himself and the 
Soviet president than news stories 
indicate. 

Some media reports empha- 
sised a statement by a senior U.S. 
official who said after die vote the 
United Stales would move "ex- 
peditiously" towards recognition 
of Ukrainian independence. 

But the full quote showed the 
official saying: “We will move 
expeditiously but carefully.” 

An administration official told 
Reuters Friday the expected shift 
in U.S. policy “doesn't mean 
there’s going to be instant recog- 
nition or anything like that." 

Granting full diplomatic recog- 
nition is expected to evolve gra- 
dually, depending on how Kiev 
resolves concerns over human 
rights, control of nudear arms 
stationed in Ukraine and the sta- 
tus of weapons treaties agreed to 
by Moscow, especially the Con- 
ventional Forces in Europe 
(CFE) treaty signed a year ago. 

Meanwhile, the six candidates 
competing to be die Ukraine's 
first directly-elected president 
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have put aside political differ- 
ences and appealed to voters to 
say “yes” to independence in a 
referendum Sunday. 

The six, hiking part in a live 
television debate Friday night, 
urged voters to back the idea of 
full independence by a wide mar- 
gin. The debate climaxed the 
campaign for the presidential 
elation also taking place Sunday. 


“Only as an independent state 
can the Ukraine become a pros- 
perous country," said Levfco 
Lukyanenko, leader of the 
Nationalist Republican Party, - 
who spent 27 years iu Soviet 
prisons and labour camps for 
political activities. 


DILI, East Timor (R) — An 
Indonesian commission investi- 
gating the army shooting of 
mourners in East Timor on Nov. 
12 visited the bullet-scarred 
cemetery Saturday to try to re- 
construct die events that led to 
international criticism of Jakarta. 

“We wanted to see the place 
where it happened,” said Mr. 
Djaelani, the dapper andsoft- 
spoken Supreme Court judge 
who is heading tbe government 
enquiry into the shootings. 

Accounts by witnesses and the 
army vary widely over what hap- 
pened at the. Christian cemetery 
in the East Timor capital of Dili, 
and on Friday local governor 
Manor Viegas Carrascalao added 
his voice to those doubting the 
official death toll of 19. 

Some reports put the toll as 
high as UK) and several witnesses 
say the shooting was not pro- 
voked, as tbe army danns, and 
that troops fired for up to 20 
minutes into the crowd of 3,500 
mourners. 

Djaelani, who denied his own 


scouring the area around the San- 
ta Cruz Cemetery. 

He and the six other members 
of the com mi ssion strolled past 
neat rows of crosses to the chapel 
where the firing was reported to 
have been concentrated. 

They gazed at chapel ‘walls now 
washed clean of blood, and 
walked on the grave of Sebastian 
Gomes, a young separatist whose 
death two weeks earlier the 
crowd had been mourning. 

A gleaming white cross, red 
rose petals round its base; 
adorned the grave, near which 
blood-stained clothes, school 
books and shoes lay in heaps until 
one day after the shooting. 

Earlier in the day the commis- 
sion visited Motael Church where 
its Roman Catholic priest. Father 
Ricardo, pointed out to Mr. 
Djaelani tbe spot where Mr. 
Gomes fell dead on Oct. 28 dur- 
ing a dash between supporters 
and opponents of Indonesia's 16- 
year rule in this former Portu- 
guese colony. 

“Fm more or less satisfied,” 


militar y b ackgr ound would influ- .Mr. Ricardou said when asked 
ence the commission’s findings, how his three-hour meeting with 
said be p lann ed to spend the day die commission had gone. 


Front-runner Leonid Karv- 
cfauk, chairman of the Ukrainian 
parliament, also - appealed for 
support in tbe referendum called 
to confirm an independence proc- 
lamation by parliament on Aug. 
24. 


OAS chief criticises Haiti 
call for new elections 


Attack on Osijek mars 
ceasefire in Yugoslavia 


CARTAGENA. Colombia (R) 
— Tbe head of the Organisation 
of American States (OAS) Friday 
criticised a decision by Haiti's 
military-backed government to 
call elections to replace ousted 
President Jean-Bertrand Aris- 
tide. 

“I think that this does not 
contribute to a solution like the 
one we were hoping for from the 
negotiations which are under 
way,” OAS Secretary-General 
Joao Baena Soares told reporters 
in the Colombian resort of Car- 
tagena. 


He said the OAS had adopted 
two resolutions calling for the 
return of Mr. Aristide, over- 
thrown in a military coup on 
Sept. 30 months after being 
elected with a big majority. 

A government which emerged 
from the current de facto regime 
would not be recognised, Mr. 
Baena Soares said. 


He said he hoped the election 

BELGRADE (R) — The Yugoslav army was reported by Croatian way,” OAS Secretary-General call by provisional Prime Minister 

media to have pounded tbe town of Osijek Saturday, kiting at least Joao Baena Soares told reporters Jean- Jacques Honorat would not 

four people and marring a shaky ceasefire on the eve of a peace in the Colombian resort of Car- create a situation which hindered 

mission by United Nations envoy Cyrus Vance. tagena. negotiations on the Haiti crisis. 

Croatian televirion said tire Serbian-led federal army fired artil- 

lery, tank shells and rockets on the frontline Croatian town dose to rfi , a _ i • j . 

the border with the rival republic of Serbia and hit a vegetable J. ®g0 uOOpS ODCy pfCSl flfillf j 
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television showed damaged buildings and wrecked cars. They said 
two others were killed when a shell hit a bus but did not confirm a 
Croatian radio report that a total of 10 were killed. 

“Osijek is surrounded from three sides,” Croatian television 
reporter Dragan Drajusica said. “They want to scare people. They 
want to destroy people. 

The attack, which was not immediately confirmed by media in the 
rival Republic of Serbia, punctured a ceasefire that has brought a lull 
in five months of fighting in many other battlefields in the breakaway 
Republic of Croatia. 

Croatian radio also reported fighting on the villages of Belisoe and 
Valpovo northwest of Osijek, the town of Podravska Siatina 
northeast of the Croatian capital Zagreb, and the central towns of 
Pakrac and Nova Gradiska. 
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Serbian media did not immediately report the battles but the 
Belgrade-based news agency, Tanjug, said its office was slightly 
damaged in Zagreb Friday night. No-one was hurt. 

Tanjug has said the army is now only responding to attacks by 
Croatian forces. 

The U.N.-brokered ceasefire came into force on Nov. 24. thirteen 
other truces failed to end the bloodshed which bas killed thousands of 
people since Croatia declared independence from Yugolsavia in June 
and its Serbian minority rebelled. 

The success of the news truce is a key condition for the U.N. to 
send a peacekeeping force to Yugoslavia. 

Mr. Vance, a former U.S. secretary of state, arrives Sunday to try 
to forge an agreement between Croatia, Serbia and the federal army 
on tbe role of peacekeepers. 

Italian Foreign Minister Gianni de Micbelis confirmed Friday that 
he and his German counterpart Hans-Dietrich Genscher were the 
targets of an alleged assassination plot by Serbian guerrillas. 

Asked about a report by Thursday’s Berlin newspaper BZ that he 
and Mr. Genscher bad been marked for death in retaliation for 
outspoken support for the Yugoslav republics of Slovenia and 
Croatia, De Micbelis told reporters: 

“Of course it’s true. We’ve known it for week. We were told by 
our (secret) services which have relations with Germany’s. 

Italy and Germany have been at the forefront of European 
Community states seeking diplomatic recognition for the rebel 
Yugoslav republics. 


LOME (R) — Togolese soldiers 
seeking to oust Prime Minister 
Joseph Kokou Koffigoh said 
Saturday they would obey Presi- 
dent Gnassingbe Eyadema and 
withdraw from most strategic 
points in the capital. 

“We have pulled out of all 
strategic pants of the capital 
except the radio station,” the 
armed forces said in a communi- 
que read by an army officer on 
Togolese radio and monitored by 
' tbe British Broadcasting Cor- 
poration (BBC). 

But the soldiers said they were 
still calling for the dissolution of 
the High Council of the Republic 
(HCR), a transitional governing 
assembly appointed after a 
national conference on democra- 
tic reform. 

The .soldiers took over tbe 
radio and television stations and 
encircled the prime minister’s 
office after the HCR banned Mr. 
Eyadema’s former ruling party, 
the Rally of the Togolese People 
(RPT). 

The three-day military power 
play was the closest yet that the 
army has come to reversing a 
democratic reform movement 
which this year effectively strip- 
ped Mr. Eyadema of most of his 
power after 24 years of authorita- 
rian military rale. 

Soldiers on previous occasskms 
have occupied the radio and tele- 
vision and attempted to kidnap 


Mr. Koffigoh. 

Diplomats and hospital sources 
said at least 25 people were killed 
in violence that for the most part 
pitted young pro-democracy de- 
monstrators against members of 
Mr. Eyadema's Kabye tribe. 

Mr. Koffigoh, appointed in 
August by the country’s national 
conference, heads a transitional 
government which is intended to 
lead the tiny West African state 
to elections early next year. 

The break in the coup attempt 
came after France sent some 300 
troops to neighbouring Benin, 
where they were to await deploy- 
mem in Togo to protect foreign 
nationals. 

It also followed intense nego- 
tiations involving Mr. Eyadema, 
Mr. Koffigoh and the leaders of 
the army rebellion. 

Mr. Eyadema in a comm uni- j 
que read on Togo Radio Friday , 
called on tbe soldiers to end their j 
uprising and return to barracks. 

The military leader said he was 
renewing his support- for Mr. 
Koffigoh but called on the 43- 
year-old human rights lawyer to 
form a new government that 
would be more representative of i 
the various political parties in j 
Togo. ! 

Togolese radio, monitored in I 
nearby Ivory Coast, said the in- j 
ternational airport in Lome, 
dosed since Thursday, was back ! 
in business. i 


Khmer Rouge proposes council meet in rebel areas 


BANGKOK (R) — The Khmer 
Rouge, whose leaders were 
beaten up and sent packing from 
the Cambodian capital Phnom 
Penh earlier this week, proposed 
Saturday that the country's pro- 
visional National Council should 
meet in guerrilla territory. 

Tbe Communist organisation 
pledged to provide security for all 
members of the Supreme Nation- 
al Council (SNC), which brings 
together the Phnom Penh govern- 
ment and three guerrilla factions 
under a United Nations peace 
accord. 

The government meanwhile ac- 
cused the Khmer Rouge of laun- 
ching attacks in the Cambodian 
countryside in violation of a ceas- 
efire since tbe accord was signed 
in Paris in October. 

Tbe Khmer Rouge, in a letter 
to Cambodia’s newly-acknow- 
ledged head of state Prince Noro- 
dom Sihanouk, said the council 
should meet in the guerrilla-held 


said the town was ruined and 
deserted except for guerrillas and 
their families. 

The Khmer Rouge proposal, 
broadcast on clandestine radio 
monitored in Bangkok, pledged 
“to ensure full security for all 
SNC members and representa- 
tives of other countries who took 
part in the meeting, and provide 
accommodation and food to 
everyone.” 

It appeared highly unlikely the 
Phnom Penh government would 
accept the offer. 

Khmer Rouge President Khieu 
Samphan was beaten by an angry 
crowd and his villa ransacked 
Wednesday only hours after he 
returned to the dty for the first 
time since the group’s brutal 
1975-79 rule. 

His assailants; bayed for re- 
venge for relatives who perished 
under the fanatical Communist 
government, which was driven 
into the jungle by a Vietnamese 


town of Paiiin sometime after -invasion and re-emerged to fight 
next week’s eme regency session tbe Phnom Penh government. 


in Thailand. 

Paiiin, about 25 kilometres 
from the Thai border, is the only 
town of any size in guerrilla 
hands. Its airrounding gem mines 
have filled the Khmer Rouge's 
war chest, with hundreds of Thai 
mines? flocking across the bor- 
der and paying huge fees for 
digging concessions. 

A Reuter correspondent who 
visited Paflm a few months ago 


The SNC was supposed to have 
its first meeting on Cambodian 
soil next week but the venue has 
-now been switched to Pattaya, 
Thailand, following the igno- 
mious flight of Mr. Khieu Sam- 
phan, defence chief Son Sen and 
their delegation. 

In a letter to U.N. Secretary 
General Javier Perez de Cuellar 
Mr. Khieu Samphan said tbe inci- 
dent seriously threatened the 


peace agreement, which would 
collapse if the council was unable 
to function property because of 
lack of security. 

Bnt tbe Khmer Rouge have 
also expressed their commitment 
to making the accord work and 
want to try to return to Phnom 
Penh once more. 

The pact is aimed ftt ending 
more than a decade of war be- 
tween the Vietnamese-installed 
government and the three-party 
guerrilla alliance, which has splin- 
tered since the accord was signed. 

A big U.N. peacekeeping force 
is to be deployed until elections 
are held in early 1993 while in the 
meantime the SNC would em- 
body national sovereignty under 
tbe chairmanship of Prince Siha- 
nouk, tbe former king, ruler and 
guerrilla leader. 

So far only a small vanguard of 
peacekeepers is id place. French 
and Australian soldiers have 
withdrawn from the Western 
town of Battambang, where they 
were fixing up communications, 
in case of an outbreak of fighting 
sparked by Wednesday’s fracas. 

China holds Phnom Penh au- 
thorities responsible for the mob 
attack on leaders of tbe Khmer 
Rouge, the official People’s Daily 
said Saturday. 

A long commentary in the 
newspaper was the strongest 
statement Peking has made about 
responsibility for the attacks on 


Mr. Khieu Samphan and Mr. Son 
Sen. 

“It was by no means accidental 
and the Phnom Penh side am in 
no way shift its responsibility for 
tbe incident,” a lengthy commen- 
tary said. 


China was the main supplier of 
weapons to the Communist 
Khmer Rouge during the Cambo- 
dian civil war, and gave shelter to 
Prince Norodom Sihanouk, who 
now heads the SNC 
Peking is now forging dose 
links with Phnom Penh Prime 
Minister Hun Sen. 


Tbe commentary said Phnom 
Penh must ensure tbe safety of all 
members of tbe SNC. 

“As the SNC headquarters is 
located in Phnom Penh, people 
have all the more reason to de- 
mand that the Phnom Penh side 
guarantee their normal work free 
from any disturbances,” the com- 
mentary said . 

Peace in Cambodia depended 
on the participation of all mem- 
bers of the SNC. 
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Bush draws throngs 
on Christmas 
shopping expedition 


“The Cambodian issue cannot, 
possibly be settled, nor can peace 
and stability be maintained so 
long as one side of Cambodia is 
excluded in the settlement,” tbe 
commentary said. 

It called on the coalition mem- 
bers to “give np their old 
gmdges,” and work together to 
rebuild Cambodia. 
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WASHINGTON (R) — Presi- ' 

dent George Bush joined millions ■ 
of other Americans Friday in an >) 1 
annual ritual that is crucial to the 1 , 
U.S. economy — be began his 1 
Christmas shopping. Mr. Bush 
and his wife Barbara travelled 
from their presidential retreat at 
Camp David, Maryland to a near- 
by shopping centre where they 
searched for gifts for their grand- 
children. Mr. Bush was greeted 
with shrieks of delight from other 
shoppers. The president signed 
autographs, shook dozens of 
hands and generally created pan- 
demonium. Tbe outing put Mr. 
Bush in touch with several hun- 
dred regular middle-class Amer- 
icans, and if they are blaming him 
for the country's economic down-., 
turn, they didn't show it. “Givef®? 
the Democrats hell" shouted one 
shopper to the obviously delight- 
ed Republican president as he 
shopped at the J.C. Penney de- 
partment store at Frederick Town 
Mall. It was doubtless a morale 
booster for the president, whose 
approval rating in opinion polk 
has fallen to about 50 per cent 
from a historic high of 90 per cent 
during the Gulf war early this 
year. 


Boeing 747 struck 
by lightning 


ISLAMABAD (R) — A British 
Airways Boeing 747 was struck 1 
by lightning and damaged as it < - 
came into land at the Pakistani rv. K 
capita], an airfioe spokesnan said 
Saturday. Nobody was hart in the ^ ’J 
incident Friday but the left wing 
and the aircraft's electronic sys- " sB3C 
tem were damaged. “The pilot - — 
skOfrilly managed to land the 
plane in safety,” the spokesman Jj 
said. The return flight to Britain % Jlft 
was delayed by 24 hours because 
spare parts bad to be flown from 
Saudi Arabia. 


Duke’s picture 
found to be Raphael 
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LONDON (R) — A “lost” paint- 
ing by the 16th century master 
Raphael worth more than £20 
miDion ($36 million) has been 
found hanging on the wall of an 
English castle. Newspapers 
Saturday called the discovery of 
the work, the Madonna Dei 
Garofani, the art find of tbe 
century. The small work, which 
shows a Madonna and child 
toying with pink carnations, was 
found during a routine visit to the 
Duke of Northumberland’s col- 
lection at Alnwick Castle in 
northeast England fay experts of 
the National Gallery in London. 
“The National Gallery is confi- 
dent that it is a Raphael,” tbe 
gallery’s curator for high Renaiss- 
ance art, Nicholas Penny, told the 
Tunes newspaper. It said infra- 
red light testing bad revealed 
Raphael as tbe artist. The paint- 
ing, executed on a fnritwood 
panel, was long though to be a 
copy of a lost original mid bad 
previously been believed to be 
worth about £100,000 ($180,000). 
Newspapers said Sotheby’s auc- 
tion bouse now valued the work 
at between £20 million and B0 
($36 million and $54 million). “Its 
in a horrible 19th century frame 
and was under dirty glass. It js 
wonderful, sublime and in perfect 
condition,” Julien Stock, 
Sotheby’s old master expert, said. 
Tbe work will be lent to the 
National Gallery from next 
February. 
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British children 
think Germans 
are warmongers 




LONDON (R) — British chil- 
dren remain hooked on 
stereotype images at Gennans .as 
warmongers nearly 50 years after 
the end of World War n, accord- 
ing to a new study. “The war 
dominated. It's quite dear that 
children think- of Germany as the 
place which began two work) 
wars and that it migh t happen 
again,” researcher Cedric Cul- 
Hngton said. “Hitler is the one 
German that they have aU heard 
°f;” Mr. Cullington, head of 
primary education at Brighton 
Polytechnic in southern England, 
interviewed lOO .children aged six 
to nine for this study. He blamed 
television programmes and comic 
strips for perpetuating the nega? 
five image of Germans and other 
stereotypes and said sriscoscep-. 
tions should be c o r rected in 
schools. “In spite of afl the de- 
bate about Europe, there is no* 
idea among children of what i 
country is Hke,” -Mri- Cuffingtoh 



said. Asked what they knew ajb 
out France, many of the dukbd 
said it was the country wheat 
“people eat snails.” . J’ ; 
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